12 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r- Tri ni dad
PM ARRI VES | N TRI Nl DAD AND TOBAGO

By: Azman U ang

PORT- O~- SPAIN, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad arrived in Trinidad and Tobago on Monday ni ght (Tuesday
nmor ni ng Mal aysian tine) for an overnight visit, his first to the Wst
I ndi an nati on.

He is acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Mahathir, fresh froma six-day official vist to Guinea and CGhana in
west Africa, flewin a private executive jet and made a refuelling stop in
Cayenne, the capital of French Guiana in South Anerica.

At Cayenne, he was nmet on arrival by Ml aysi an Anbassador to France
Mohamed Harun, senior French Cuiana officials and Binariang Sdn Bhd
chai rman Tun Hani f Omar.

Hani f and a 200- nenber del egation from Mal aysia are in French Gui ana
for Wednesday's launch into orbit of Ml aysia' s second satellite Measat ||
owned by Binari ang.

Dr Mahathir, who will witness the |ift-off of the satellite schedul ed
at 7.40pm on Wednesday (6.40am Thursday Mal aysian tine), will arrive in
French Gui ana on Tuesday eveni ng.

Soon after arrival in Trinidad and Tobago, he attended a di nner hosted
by its Prime M nister Basdeo Panday.

The next day, he will call on President Noor Hasanali before hol ding
talks with his Trinidad and Tobago counterpart.

He will also neet a small group of Ml aysi an students, nost of whomare
studying nedicine in universities in the country.

In the afternoon, he will visit one of the country's |argest conpani es,
Poi nt Lisas Industrial Devel opnent Conpany Limted.

Trini dad and Tobago is a nation made up of two islands in the Caribbean
Sea near the northeast coast of South America. The two islands are 32km
apart fromeach other and have a population of 1.2 mllion.

More than a third of the nation's people have black African ancestry
and about a third are descendents of inmgrants fromlndia. People of m xed
Eur opean and bl ack African ancestry plus groups of European and Chi nese
make up the rest of the popul ation.

English is the country's official |anguage while its econony is based
on oil production and refining. -- BERNAVA
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