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HARARE, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad arrived
here today for a five-day visit to Zi nbabwe during which he will attend the
Worl d Sol ar Summit begi nni ng Monday.

The Prime Mnister will also attend tonorrow s inaugural neeting of the
Worl d Sol ar Conmi ssion as one of the 16 menbers of the commi ssion which is
chaired by Zi nbabwean President and sunm t host Robert Muigabe.

Dr Mahathir is staying at the Harare Sheraton Hotel which is adjacent
to the Harare International Conference Centre, the venue for the neetings.

Dr Mahat hir and Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts M nister Datuk Leo
Moggi e, who is also in the delegation, will attend a briefing tonorrow
nmor ni ng by Mal aysian officials on progress reached so far in prelimnary
neet i ngs which have taken place here this week.

The briefing will be given by Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts
Secretary General Datuk Nurai zah Abdul Hami d, who had | ed the Ml aysi an
senior officials at the pre-sunmit discussions.

She told Mal aysian reporters earlier that progress had been snooth so
far with agreenent having been reached on alnpbst all the main points of the
two main summt docunents -- the Harare Declaration on Sol ar Energy and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the Worl d Sol ar Programre 1996- 2005 (WSP) .

The Harare Declaration is a statenent by the nations participating in
the sunmt, initiated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organisation (Unesco) three years ago, to |aunch a programe for
gl obal solar activities.

The activities thenselves are outlined in the Wrld Solar Programme, a
decade-1ong bl ueprint of action plans at the national, regional and
i nternational |evels.

The Sol ar Commi ssi on neanwhi |l e has as one of its nmajor objectives
providing political |eadership and guidance to achieve the objectives of
the sunmit, especially in the inplenentation of the WSP.

Apart from President Miugabe and Dr Mahathir, the other nenmbers of the
comm ssion include President Suharto of |ndonesia, Chinese President Jiang
Zem n, South African President Nel son Mandel a, King Juan Carl os of Spain
and President H D. Deve Gowda of I|ndia.

The others are President Abdou Di ouf of Senegal, President Zine H
Abi di ne Ben Al'i of Tunisia, President Eduard Shevardnadze of Georgi a,

Presi dent Jose Maria Figueres O sen of Costa Rica, President Sardar Farooq
Ahmad Khan Leghari of Paki stan, Chancellor Franz Vranitzky of Austria,
Jamaican Prime Mnister P.J. Patterson, Palestinian President Yasser Arafat
and Israeli Prime M nister Benjam n Netanyahu.

However, not all the nmenbers of the conmission are conmng for the
nmeetings and actual participation at the sunmt is expected to fall short
of the 100 countries expected earlier.

Sunmit officials say that around 80 del egati ons have so far arrived,

i ncl udi ng del egati ons representing i nternational organisations.

Nevert hel ess, enthusiasmis high, especially anong devel opi ng
countries, that proposed activities to expand devel opnent and usage of
renewabl e energy sources so as solar, wi nd, wave, biomas, geothernmal and
m ni - hydro power coul d provide nany of the answers to problens they face in
provi di ng power to their popul ations, especially in rural and isolated
ar eas.

Thi s upbeat nood is further enhanced by the strong comm t ment being



provi ded by energing nations |ike Malaysia to these activities despite its
energy-rich national situation and high penetration rate of rural
el ectrification. -- BERNAVA
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