04 JUN 1996
Lead Mahat hi r- Ever est
PM CHALLENGES MALAYSI ANS TO THE SOUTH PCLE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght | aunched the national project to conquer Munt Everest next
year and then chal |l enged Mal aysians to wal k to the South Pol e.

"We al so want to see Mal aysians going to the South Pole to wal k as far
as possible up to the Pole, with these achi evenents we will then reach al
the fanous places in the world.

"The hi ghest nmountain and the col dest place in the world, when we are
successful, then our race will reach maturity and can conpare oursel ves
with all the races in the world wi thout being arrogant, only to be proud
that we are no longer huniliated and | ooked down by anyone," he said.

Launchi ng the Mal aysi a- Everest Project '97 at Dataran Merdeka here, he
urged Mal aysians to be highliy anbitious in all aspects of life and to be
willing to face chall enges to achi eve success.

"The race that is willing to struggle for a cause successfully wll
becone a devel oped race, a happy race, a race that commands worl d respect.
No man in the world wants to be hunmiliated by others, we are fromone race
that had been col onised for 400 years and want to renove the scars left by
the fornmer colonialists,"” he said.

A group of 20 nmountain clinbers fromthe Ml aysian i nbing Association
will try to clinb the mountain in May next year and of the 20 clinbers only
12 including two RTM caneramen will trek to the top part of the nountain
while the rest will act as a back-up squad.

Dr Mahathir wanted the sanme or even better response given to the
chall enge to go to the South Pol e.

The Prime Mnister said he and other Ml aysi ans prayed that the
clinbers woul d succeed in reaching the 8,848-netre Mount Everest peak and
proudly plant the Ml aysi an fl ag.

"Al though we wi sh for success, everything is still willed by Allah
even if we are not successful, our spirit should not be danpened but on the
contrary we should try again and again until we are successful, this is the
race that will achi eve devel openent,"” he said.

Dr Mahat hir was proud of the bravery of the Ml aysian clinbers who
dared to face the challenges in clinbing Munt Everest but rem nded themto
be prepared for the dangers that they would face.

Those who dared and were prepared to face anything blindly were not
actually brave but were out of their mnd. Those who were really brave
woul d know of all the dangers that they woul d face and t ook neasures to
avoi d t he dangers, he added.

Dr Mahat hir however rem nded the clinbers not to be too proud when
achi evi ng success, instead they should be hunbl e and al ways be aware that
they were chanpi oni ng the cause of the nation and the peopl e.

The Prime M nister |ater handed over the malaysian flag to the
presi dent of the Ml aysian i nbing Association, Enci k Noor Ram | e Sul ai man
and was introduced to the 28 nenbers of the Muunt Everest cli nmbing
expedi tion.

O the 28 nenbers, 20 are clinbers, while the rest are commi ttee
menber s i ncl udi ng RTM caner anen.

If the expedition is successful, Malaysia will be the first Southeast
Asi an country to conquer Mount Everest.

The project, estimated to cost RMA.5 million, is a brainchild of Dr
Mahat hir, who once said: "W nust have confi dence to achieve all of our



dreans, this includes clinbing the Everest, sailing across the Pacific,
conquering the Arctic and Antarctic.”

It is jointly organised by the Youth and Sports Mnistry, Malaysian
Cli mbi ng Associ ati on and Sports and Cul ture Foundati on of Ml aysi a.

The ministry has all ocated RVM300, 000 as pernit paynent to the Nepa
governnent for the right to scale Mount Everest. The public and private
sectors have been asked to contribute to make up the bal ance.

Various programmes in preparation for the expedition started | ast year,
i ncl udi ng nountain-clinbing training at Shingri G acier in India and Munt
Cook Aspring in New Zeal and.

Sir Edmund Hillary and his gui de Tenzi ng Norgay Sherpa becane the first
persons to reach the peak of Munt Everest on May 29 1953. -- BERNAMA

AFY AO



	PM CHALLENGES MALAYSIANS TO THE SOUTH POLE (Bernama 04/06/1996)

