15 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - cl ock-in
PM CONGRATULATES JUDGES FOR REDUCI NG BACKLOG OF CASES

KUCHI NG March 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad t oday congratul ated the judges for succeeding in reducing the
backl og of cases although many nore are pendi ng di sposal .

"The nunber of backl ogged cases in the courts has dropped drastically,
thanks to the hard work of the judges and hence, del ayed justice and
i njustice has been reduced,” he said when openi ng the Judges Conference,
here.

He al so did not want the directive for judges to clock-in to be nade an
i ssue, saying he believed that the systemcould help in a small way in
efforts to bring justice to society.

He said that judges, as nenbers of society, nust accept what the rest
of society accepted and this included cl ocking-in

It could not be denied that there were judges who were not at their
wor kpl ace at the appointed tine and this could sl ow down the | egal process
and deny justice, he said.

"I'n our society, the judges conme fromanong the nenbers of society.
There is now no judge who becormes one solely by virtue of his ancestry," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"But the courts, prosecutors and | awers often get cases postponed with
such ease. This is bound to delay and sl ow down the judicial process and
deny justice.

"If government servants nust clock-in, and even wear nane tags, the
same practice should not be | ooked down on by society,” he said in response
to criticisns on the clock-in systemfor judges which took effect on Feb 1.

"I amaware that there are parties who are uneasy over the clock-in
directive. A poison-pen |letter has been circulated on the clock-in. Certain
bodi es have also criticised and opposed the nove, ostensibly on the ground
that it would |l ower the dignity of the judges," he said.

The prime mnister said that with the increasing comercial and
i ndustrial activities in Ml aysia which was devel opi ng rapi dly, the nunber
of new types of crines would rise

He stressed the inportance of speed in the disposal of comerci al
crimes which was on the rise.

Dr Mahathir al so said that there were certain parties who wanted to
make use of the court to win their boardroom battles by obtaining
i njunctions which could enrich a person at the expense of another. --
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