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Yong- Post
PM DI D NOT | NDI CATE DATE FOR SWEARI NG I N, SAYS YONG

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 7 (Bernama) -- Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)

Presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee said tonight that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad did not indicate to himany date when the new chi ef
m ni ster woul d be sworn-in.

He said that during his nmeeting with Dr Mahathir in Kuala Lurmpur
yesterday, they discussed in general the overall situation in Sabah,
including his position as the likely new chief mnister.

When pressed further whether the prine minister had indicated when he
woul d be sworn-in, Yong, who is also the state's Deputy Chief Mnister and
Fi nance M nister, said no date was fi xed.

"Anyt hing specific inrelation to the date woul d have to come from
of ficial sources, | cannot comment further on that," he told reporters just
before attending his party's supreme council neeting here.

When asked if he had tendered his cabinet line-up to the prine
m ni ster, Yong said they only discussed the principles that should be used
to decide on the state's cabi net conposition.

He declined to reveal those principles, saying it was too early.

Yong is tipped to becone the next Chief M nister of Sabah repl acing
Dat uk Salleh Said Keruak following Dr Mahathir's election pledge in 1994 to
rotate the post anmong the | eaders of the three major communities in Sabah
-- Muslimbumi put eras, Chinese, and non-Mislim buni puteras.

Asked on the inplications of his court case, Yong said the court case
shoul d not be discussed as it woul d be subj udi ce.

"However, | had a | engthy discussion with my | awyers on the court case
today, " he said, declining to el aborate.
Yong is jointly charged with four others with taking part in an illega

processi on here during the 1990 general election. The trial has started in
the Magi strate's Court here and will continue on May 21.

If convicted, Yong faces a mininumfine of RV, 000 and up to one year's
i nprisonnent. -- BERNAMA
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