04 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Poem
PM HAS AUDI ENCE SPELLBOUND W TH PCEM RECI TAL

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernamm) -- Over the years, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad has captivated Ml aysi ans and others with
count | ess speeches which he delivered at hone and abroad on just about
every subject of interest to people fromall walks of life.

But tonight for the first tine, he recited a heart-renderi ng poem which
he wote on a subject which visibly is closest to his heart -- the Ml ays,
their plight during pre-indepedendence days and how the present generation
has become conpl acent in many ways and did not nmake good the past struggle
for independence fromthe col onial nasters.

The poemis entitled "Perjuangan yang Bel um Sel esai" ( An Unfi ni shed
Struggle) and he recited it at the fourth Utusan Poetry Night at the
Mal aysi an Tourist Information Centre (Matic) here.

Wth tears flowing on his cheek, Dr Mahathir had the audi ence
spel | bound with the poemwhich was just as forcefully witten as his

characteristic speeches -- frank, direct to the point and hard-hitting and
yet in sinmple words whose neani ngs were unanbi guous and unphi | osophi cal
In his poem the Prime Mnister anong other things said: " D nanakah

si l apnya hi ngga bangsku berasa begitu kecil dan rendah diri?. Apakah
angkara penj aj ahan? Lal u bangsaku nul ai nel upakan kegeni | angan sil am dan
sej arah geni | ang nenbi na enpayar? (Were did we go wong that ny race feels
so snmall and hunble? Is this the result of colonialisn? So much so that ny
race begins to forget the glory of the past and the gl orious history of

enpi re buil di ng?)

He went on to to say that the tears they shed and their past history
woul d be neaningless if "ny beloved race" (the Mal ays) are alienated,
belittled and forgotten.

The struggle of the Malays, said the Prine Mniserr, is far from over.

"Only those who are clever and determ ned will be successful given the
many chal | enges ahead.

The event was held in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of Ummo and
was organi sed by Utusan Melayu group with the cooperation of the Culture,
Youth and Tourism M ni stry and Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka.

O hers who recited peons included National Literary Award wi nner Dat uk
Noor di n Hassan, singer M Nasir and actresses Haliza M sbun and Ai da Rahi m
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