01 DEC 1996
Mahat hir - Tr ader s
PM | SSUES WARNI NG TO LANGKAW TRADERS OVER H GH PRI CES

LANGKAW, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
warned traders here that they risked losing their licences for hiking the
prices of goods.

The Prime M nister, speaking after opening the Langkaw Internationa
Mot or Show 96 (Linbs 96), said he was very happy with everything on the
i sl and except for the greedy traders seeking to nmake fast noney.

"I amtold sone shops here are seling goods at price several tines
hi gher that in Kuala Lunpur and | amgoing to the bottomof it this tine,"
he told a press conference at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre.

Al so present was Kedah Menter Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid

He said this tinme the relevant authorities would not hesitate to
wi thdraw the traders' |incences which would stop themfromcarrying on with
any busi ness activity.

"The first drastic action on the traders is to withdraw their
licences... close down their shops," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said co-operation fromthe public was needed to stop
the traders fromcontinuing to exploit custoners including tourists.

"W hope they conme up and tell us which shops are selling goods at high
prices so that we can take action agai nst the unscrupul ous people... and
let this be a lesson to the others," he said.

On the resignation of Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departnment Raja Datuk Ariffin Raja Sul ai man, Dr Mahathir said he had
accepted the resignation.

The Prime Mnister said there was no issue in connection with the
resignation, and that Raja Ariffin was only resigning to devote nore tine
on hi s business. -- BERNAVA
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