07 AUG 1996
PM Fund
PM LAUNCHES TRUST FUND FOR BAKUN RESI DENTS

SIBU, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
toni ght |aunched a trust fund to provi de assi stance to Bakun residents who
will be relocated to facilate the construction of the hydroel ectric dam
proj ect there.

The Tabung Amanah Bakun, operated by the Sarawak Foundation, received
contributions totalling RML5 mllion imrediately after its launch, with the
federal government, Sarawak government and Bakun Hydro El ectric Corporation
(BHEC) giving RVb million each.

BHEC i s the mmi n devel oper of the RML3.5 billion project.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, said this was the first time in the world
that a fund had been set up to help residents affected by an hydroel ectric
proj ect.

"W thought of the problens faced by the residents of Bakun and deci ded
to set up the Tabung Amanah Bakun to hel p Bakun resi dents who want
devel opnent, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said all elected representatives in Sarawak who had the
backi ng of the people of the state supported the nove to inplenment the
Bakun hydroel ectric project.

He said foreigners who opposed the project were only thinking of their
own wel fare.

The Prime M nister also said once the project was inplenmented, power
failures such as the nassive one experienced in Peninsular Ml aysi a | ast
weekend woul d not happen anynore.

He said he was informed by Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad that frequent power
failures take place in the country because al nbst 60 per cent of its power
needs were generated using gas turbine.

The federal governnent's contribution was handed over by Dr Mhathir
the Sarawak governnent's by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud and
BHEC s by its director Tan Sri Buj ang Mohd Noor

A board nmenber of the fund, Datuk Nyi pa Bato, received the
contributions. He is the assenbl ynan for Bel aga, where the project is being
i mpl enent ed.

The fund, under the chairnmanship of Deputy State Secretary Datuk Taha
Ariffin, will provide enployment opportunities to about 9,500 people who
will be resettled in a newtownship with better educati on and conmerci al
facilities.

O her nmenbers of the fund's board are Sarawak Assistant Tourism
M nister Dr Janmes Jenut Masing, Hulu Rejang nenber of parlianment Billy Abit
Joo and state Soci al Devel opment M nistry pernanent secretary Dr Hatta
Sol hee. -- BERNANA
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