13 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Zi nhabwe
PM LEAVES FOR VI SIT TO ZI MBABVWE, PORTUGAL AND US

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft for the Zi nbabwean capital of Harare today, the first
stop of a 17-day trip which will also take himto Portugal and the United
Nati ons (UN).

Dr Mahathir was seen off at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, Deputy Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimand his wife Datin Seri VWan Azizah Ismail.

Present were several Cabinet ministers and deputy mnisters.

Dr Mahathir, who will be in Zi nbabwe until Sept 17 to attend the World
Solar Summit which begins tonmorrow, is expected to deliver a keynote
address at the summt ainmed at seeking ways to step up usage of renewabl e
ener gy sources.

He is al so schedul ed to address the inaugural World Sol ar Comi ssi on
nmeeti ng. Zi nbabwean President Robert Miugabe will open the two-day summit on
Monday.

Al t hough known as the World Solar Summit, the neeting is expected to
del i berate on ot her renewabl e energy sources |ike w nd power, thernal
energy and hydro-el ectric power.

From Zi mbabwe, Dr Mahathir will fly to Lisbon to begin a three-day
visit to Portugal starting Sept 20.

The Prime M nister, who has a tight programme in Portugal, is expected
to call on Portuguese President Mario Soares besides holding talks with his
counterpart, Antonio Guiterres.

Wth Malaysia aining to be on the world Formula 1 (F1) map t hrough the
proposed establishment of its own F1 racing circuit in the new
adm ni strative capital of Putrajaya, Dr Mahathir is slated to visit
Portugal's F1 race tracks in Estoril.

After visiting Portugal, Dr Mahathir will travel across the Atlantic
for his next stop, the Arerican city of Boston where he is expected to
visit the Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy to have a cl oser | ook at
research and devel opnent activities being carried out there.

He will then nobve on to New York where he is schedul ed to address the
new session of the United Nations General Assenbly (UNGA) on Sept 27.

Dr Mahathir's address will mark an inmportant achi evenent by Ml aysia as
he will do so as the country's Permanent Representative to the UN, Tan Sri
Razali Ismail, assunes the presidency of the UNGA on Sept 17.

Dr Mahathir will al so have a series of bilateral neetings with other
heads of governnment present for the UNGA

Hi s other activities in New York include opening the Ml aysia Cul tural
and Arts Exposition and addressing the Asia Society.

Dr Mahathir will |eave for London on Sept 27 en route hone. -- BERNAMA
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