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Mahat hi r- Vi si t
PM ON WORKI NG VI SIT TO JAPAN AND US

By: Tham Choy Lin

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- After an eventful week of politics at
home, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad departs tonmorrow ni ght for a working
visit to Japan and the United States.

He will be in Tokyo from May 13 to 18 before proceeding to the US. He
is scheduled to return on May 24, said an official of the Prine Mnister's
Depart nent.

The Prime Mnister is scheduled to arrive in the Japanese capital on
Monday rorning and deliver a conmenorative address at the Wrld Tel eport
Associ ati on assenbly at the Tokyo International Exhibition Centre in the
af t er noon.

He will also visit the Tokyo Busi ness Show '96 and the Tokyo Tel eport
Bui |l ding after that.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir will nake a keynote speech at a presentation
of Malaysia's Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) project sponsored by N ppon
Tel egraph and Tel ephone Cor porati on.

The Prime Mnister is a keen information technol ogy advocate and the
first head of governnment to go "live" on the Internet. He is chairnman of
the National Information Technol ogy Council (N TC).

Mal aysia is planning to set up its own MSC over a 600 sq km stretch
i nking the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport in Sepang, the future
Federal Government adm nistrative capital, Putrajaya, and Kual a Lunpur

A tel eport concept is being considered for Putrajaya designed as an
ultra-nodern city equi pped with the latest information technol ogy and
infrastructure.

Tel eport is a one-stop access facility that provides fast exchange of
i nformation through voi ce, data, video and audi o transni ssion via advanced
t el econmuni cat i ons.

On Friday, Dr Mahathir will nmake anot her keynote address at an
i nternational conference entitled "Future of Asia" organised by N hon
Kei zai Shinmbun Inc after |unch.

In the nmorning, he will receive Mtsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd
Presi dent Nobuyuki Masuda. A neeting betwen the Ml aysian | eader and
Filipino President Fidel Ranbs has been tentatively arranged.

In the US, Dr Mahathir will nake stopovers in San Francisco for the
hi gh-1 evel San Francisco Di al ogue and in Washington DC to attend the
Paci fi c Basin Econom ¢ Council (PEBC) 29th International General Meeting.

On May 20, he will present the keynote address at the San Francisco
Di al ogue that will focus on Ml aysi a- US busi ness and t echnol ogy
partnership. It is organised by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute
(Asli) and the PBEC Mal aysi a Member Conmittee.

International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz will
al so make a special ministerial presentation at the dialogue which will
showcase Mal aysia to the US west coast business conmunity and the
hi gh-t echnol ogy sectors based in the Bay area.

I medi ately after the dialogue, Dr Mahathir and Rafidah will travel to
the Anmerican capital for the PBEC annual general neeting that is entitled
"Beyond Rhetoric: I|npelenenting Free Trade and Investnment in the Pacific
Regi on".

The Prime Mnister will speak on "The Asian Val ues Debate" in
addressing the plenary session on May 21 while Rafidah will participate in
the plenary session on "Japan in the 21st Century".



The PBEC was founded in 1967 as a forumfor regional business |eaders
to pronote trade and i nvestments through open markets. Its nmultinationa
menber shi p i ncl udes over 1,000 corporate menbers in 17 nenber conmittees
and the chairman of the Mal aysian Menber Committee is United Plantations

Ber had Chairman Tan Sri Basir Isnmail. -- BERNAVA
TCL RM
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