16 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - Musl i s
PM REM NDS MUSLI M5 TO PRACTI SE MODERATI ON

LANGKAW , Feb 16 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad toni ght advi sed Muslins to be nore open-m nded and to enhance the
spirit of tolerance and noderation.

Citing an exanple, he said they should not dism ss the good things done
by people they did not like or blindly accept all that was done by people
they I|iked.

Such negative attitudes could underm ne the solidarity of Miuslins in
the country, he told a gathering after a breaking of fast at the Masjid A
Hana here.

Hi story showed that the fall of the Islanic enpire was due to conflicts
bet ween peopl e who were obsessed with their own races, he said.

"W do not want what befell Mislins then to happen in this country." he
sai d.

He said apart fromusing the Quran, hadis and sunnah for guidance,
Musl i ms shoul d al so take cue fromthe history of I|slam

Dr Mahathir also said the world had recogni sed Mal aysia as a prosperous
I slami c country and he hoped no one would try to change this.

The MP for Langkawi Datuk Haji Abu Bakar Taib was anbng about 500
peopl e present at the cerenony. -- Bernama
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