27 JUN 1996
Mahat hi r - Bakun
PM SADDENED BAKUN PROQJIECT Kl CKED AROUND LI KE A FOOTBALL

KUALA LUVPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he is disappointed the Bakun hydro-el ectric project has been turned
into a "footbal " and ki cked around wi thout taking into account that it is
a national project that will ensure cheap electricity supply in future.

"I am saddened because the Bakun project has becone |ike a
football...being kicked around by people despite its benefits, especially
to the poor, through naking avail able job opportunities and other side
benefits," the Prine Mnister told reporters at Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
International Airport in Subang on his return fromvacati on abroad.

Dr Mahathir refuted a nmisconception that the RML3.6 billion project was
implemrented to help his friend Tan Sri Ting Pek Khiing, the executive
chai rman of Bakun devel oper Ekran Ber had.

He said the nega project could not be inplenented except through
privatisation because the government has no neans to finance it.

The Prime Mnister criticised the non-governnental organisations (NGOs)
whi ch, according to him want to frustrate i nplenentati on of the project,
including resorting to the courts.

The High Court on June 19 ruled as invalid the Environnent Quality
(Prescribed Activities) (Environmental |npact Assessnent) Amendnment Order
1995, which all owed the Sarawak governnment to approve the ElA report for
t he Bakun proj ect.

It also declared that Ekran must conply with ElI A procedures under the
Envi ronnental Quality Act.

"I was actually briefed on the Bakun project nore than 20 years ago
when | was the Deputy Prinme Mnister. At that time, its cost was estinated
at only RMLO billion," Dr Mahathir said.

Even then, he said, the government did not have the neans to inplenent
it.

"This is not a question of helping a friend,” he added.

Asked for his opinion on the court judgenent, Dr Mahathir said the
governnent will respect it and is willing to take the necessary neasures to
correct the procedures in order for the project to continue wthout too
| ong a del ay.

He said the cost of the project will rise and the devel oper stands to
lose millions of ringgit for each day that it is del ayed.

"1f the decision of the H gh Court is overturned by the Court of
Appeal , are the NGOs prepared to pay conpensation to Ekran?" asked Dr
Mahat hi r.

The Prime M nister said NGOs in Mal aysi a have been nade use of by
foreign NGOs to oppose the Bakun project and they only wanted to see the
proj ect stopped w thout counting the cost to the country.

"In fact, all these things were started from outside the country and
NGOs here are only followers. Qur NGOs have been mani pul ated and they |et
t hensel ves be mani pul ated by foreigners.

"I have personally seen forests in foreign countries that have been
destroyed but Ml aysi an NGOs never conpl ai ned about this.

"Why shoul d other NGOs be concerned with Ml aysia and Ml aysi an NGOs
are not concerned about those countries where human rights are being
i gnored?" he asked.

Asked whet her he believed the judgenment on the Bakun project was proof
of interference by foreign NGOs in the country, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't



know about the judgenent on Bakun but the NGOs brought this thing to the
court."

"They brought this to court after taking the cue fromforei gn NGOs who
do not have the interest of Malaysia at heart."

Dr Mahathir said he could work with local NGOs if their actions are
reasonabl e and take into consideration the interest of their own country.

"I am di sappoi nted that Ml aysian NGOs are so conpletely irresponsible
and have no feeling of love or patriotismfor their country,” he said.

"It is time for our NGOs to think as Ml aysi ans and they shoul d al so
nmoni tor what i s happening in Europe, Anerica and other countries.

"Those countries have built their dans w thout having problens with the
NGGs. ..they have benefited and are getting cheap electricity.”

The Prime M nister said he was al so di sappoi nted that many quarters
still did not understand the objective of the Bakun project and its
benefits.

He said the project, which will have a capacity to generate 2,400
megawatts of electricity, is necessary because it will be a source of cheap
power in the long termconpared to oil, gas, coal or thermal energy which
will increasingly cost nore.

"The Bakun damwi ||l only depend on rain, and the cost of rain now and
in 10 years tine will not change," he said.

He urged the nmass nedia to help explain the project to the people,
sayi ng Mal aysia could not afford the cost of disruption to the project
which is neant to profit the people and country.

Dr Mahathir said devel oped countries which exploited their water
resources have built hydro-electric dans at a tine when they were richer
than Malaysia is currently.

"We nust realise that we in Malaysia are still poor (conpared to the
devel oped nations) but our NGOs are an obstacle to the well-being of our
peopl e, " he said.

For instance, he said, there are foreign NGOs which instigated some
groups in Sarawak to oppose the governnent w th bl owpi pes.

"I wote aletter to the previous Prime Mnister of Canada, | said it
is irresponsible of themto instigate our people to fight against the
police. The police would get killed and nmi ght have to shoot those
responsi ble. But the reply I got, unfortunately, was that...well, this is
denocracy. " -- BERNANVA
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