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Mahat hi r - TNB
PM SAYS GOVERNVENT TO STUDY NO- REBATE RECOMVENDATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
the government will study carefully Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad's (TNB)
reconmendati on not to give rebates to consunmers to conpensate for their
| osses suffered during the Aug 3 peni nsul a-w de bl ackout.

The Prime M nister said the Cabinet woul d have to study the matter very
carefully, especially on its inplications because the governnent has a very
bi g share in TNB

"It seens that in other countries, they do not pay. So if we do this
thing then we will be going against the normal practice, and there may be
very serious inplications if we do that.

"So | think | cannot give any opinion now, but the only thing | can say
is that we will study carefully. We nay agree with TNB and on the other
hand we may not," he told reporters after opening the Ml aysi a Design
Conference and Exhi bition here.

He was asked to comment on the TNB recommrendati on on the rebate issue
inits report submtted to Energy, Tel econmunications and Post M nister
Dat uk Leo Moggi e recently.

Anong ot her things, the report stated that conpensation for power
di sruption was not practised by nbost countries, including the United
St at es.

Asked to el aborate on his answer, Dr Mahathir said: "You nust allow us
to have an open mind over this. W cannot be comitted to anything."

On whet her there should be sonme form of conpensation to consuners
af fected by the bl ackout, he said: "I do not know what was the practice in
ot her countries. | thought that it is fair that it should be a rebate but
apparently other countries saidit's not fair."

He said the no-rebate recomendati on nmight be di scussed by the Cabi net
at its neeting on Wednesday. -- BERNAVA
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