18 OCT 1996
Mahat hir-Australia
PM SAYS M SI A AND AUSTRALI A MUST GET RI D OF M CONCEPTI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d toni ght Mal aysia and Australia should get rid of any
m sconcepti on about each other and help to correct the m stakes and
prejudi ces of the ol der generations.

He said it was time for the two countries to | ook boldly ahead into the
future and to proactively maintain contacts and exchanges, expand peopl e
and busi ness networ ks and nurture cul tural understandi ng.

This would hel p the youth, the corporate, political and business
| eaders of tonorrow to be better able to continue and i nprove on the
rel ati ons between Mal aysia and Australia, he said at the Ml aysia-Australia
Foundati on (MAF) di nner in conjunction with Ml aysia-Australia University
Al um Convention, here

Dr Mahathir said nore tal ks, dialogues or public foruns with
di sti ngui shed panel s of speakers conprising academ cs, intellectuals,
corporate and business | eaders fromboth public and private sectors of both
countries should be organi sed to exchange ideas and views, inpart, acquire
and share know edge.

He said that through the fellowship offered by the MAF, sone Australian
post graduat es had cone to Ml aysia and avail thensel ves of what Ml aysi a
had to offer in various fields, including journalism and this would serve
to create a better awareness and understandi ng of devel opnments in this
country.

Dr Mahathir said this would al so hel p di spel wong perceptions and
prej udi ces born out of ignorance or exposure to slanted reports by
sensati on-seeki ng nedia or to those Ml aysi ans who, for one reason or
anot her, are di senchanted with their own country.

Despite the ups and downs, relations with Australia had been generally
good and in recent years had grown stronger as reflected in the economc
field where trade grew each year, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Australian exports to Malaysia | ast year were val ued
at RVMb.3 billion, an increase of 14.2 per cent over the previous year while
inmports rose to RM3.08 hillion, up by 28.2 per cent over the previous year,
giving Australia a good trade surplus.

Mal aysia remains Australia third | argest Asean trading partner and is
al so Australia' s 11th major trading partner. Correspondingly, Australiais
Mal aysi a's 11th tradi ng partner.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was keen to be an international centre of
excel l ence in higher education in the 21st century and he believed that
Australia could play a role in hel ping Mal aysi a achieve its aspiration.

He hoped Australia, which has several good established universities and
institutions of higher |earning would encourage such institutions to open
branches in Malaysia or to twin with local institutions of higher |earning.

Dr Mahaht hir said the | aunch of the Multnedia Super Corridor, to enable
di stance | earni ng, was anot her opportunity for Australian institutions of
hi gher learning to participate in and hel p nake a success of the project.

He sai d Mal aysi a had been one of the biggest single sources of overseas
students in Australia and to date sone 120, 000 Mal aysi an students had
conpl eted their studies while sone 12,000 students were pursuing their
studies in that country.

He al so suggested that local institutions of higher learning attract
academ cs and experts fromall over the world and set up the required



faculties and chairs of |earning.

He said they should adapt to changes taking place around them so that
they woul d remain rel evant.

To be truly relevant, universities must stress research and not just
di ssem nate know edge wi t hout caring or knowi ng what the know edge ni ght be
used for, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that for a country desirous of industrialising rapidly
the rol e of research and devel opment in institutions of higher |earning was
not just invaluable but was quite indispensable.

He hoped Australian universities which may be interested in
establ i shing branches or twinning with Ml aysian institutions of higher
| earni ng woul d appreci ate the need for strong research and devel opnent
capabilities.

"I'n olden tines, universities were where know edge was pursued for the
sake of know edge, we cannot afford that |uxury now ... universities are
costly investments. lvory towers gleaming in rarefied air are things of the
past and should remain in the past," he said.

He stressed that academi cs who never produced any academ c paper as a
result of their research, but were only interested in passing on old

know edge, contributed nothing to the accunul ati on of know edge. -- BERNANVA
ARA JK
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