30 AUG 1996
Mudsl i de- Mahat hi r
PM SAYS NO CONSTRUCTI ON WORK AT MUDSLI DE DI SASTER AREA

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the governnent will investigate the cause of
the nudslide at the Pos Dipang Orang Asli settlement near Kanpar in Perak.

The nudslide occurred | ate yesterday and police have so far confirnmed
havi ng recovered 12 bodi es.

Anot her 37, nmostly Orang Asli, are missing, according to Perak Menter
Besar Tan Sri Rami Ngah Tali b.

The Prime M nister disnissed the possibility that the di saster was
caused by construction work in the area.

"As far as | know, there is no construction in the area since it is an
Orang Asli settlement. There can't be any construction work there. Things
like this (the nmudslide) sonetinmes still happen," he told reporters here.

Dr Mahathir is in Sabah to attend the National Day cel ebrations which
this year are centred here

He said the governnent will provide relief aid to the victins of the
di saster and their famlies.

Asked on the governnent's feelings about the incident, he said: "The
governnent is not blam ng anybody. We have to see what actual |y happened.
"A disaster like this can still happen whatever actions we take (to

prevent it). W can't predict where it will happen.”

He said that although natural disasters which occurred in Ml aysia were

not as terrible as those in other countries, the government would still try
its best to prevent themfrom happening.
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