12 NOV 1996
Tr ade- Mahat hi r
PM SAYS SOUTH S NON- TRADE | SSUES SHOULD BE JUDGED BY WORLD BODY

By: Rachman Nordin

ACCRA, Nov 12 (Bername) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said an international body should be set up to judge devel opi ng
countries on non-trade i ssues which he said should be kept out of next
month's World Trade Organi sation (WO mnisterial neeting.

"We want to tal k about trade and trade only and, of course, investnent.
And let's keep extraneous matters out of the Singapore WO neeting," he
told reporters here on Monday.

Dr Mahathir said if there was to be judgenent on the record of
devel opi ng countries on | abour practices, environnent protection, human
rights and corruption, it should be done by an international body which
must al so judge the West as "they are al so corrupt"”.

He was replying to questions at a farewell joint news conference with
Ghanai an President Jerry Rawl i ngs on whet her Mal aysi a and Ghana shared a
conmon stand on WIO s multilateral trade agreenents.

Dr Mahathir made a four-day official visit to Ghana as part of a
week-long tour to two west African states starting with Quinea.

The Prime Mnister said there are attenpts by the West to include
| abour practices and corruption in a country as conditions to be overcone
before there is to be any investnment by foreign investors.

He said: "The effect of this is, of course, to reduce foreign
i nvestnent in a country."

He said Mal aysia saw this as an attenpt by the West to starve
devel opi ng countries of investnents by saying that these countries were
corrupt, ill-treating their workers or not practising human rights.

Dr Mahathir said the West had no business to pass judgenent on a
devel oping country's record on such non-trade i ssues as they were
subj ective matters which could be discussed at ot her foruns.

"If you think the [ abour practices of a country are not up to your
expectations, then you can discuss this at the I1LO (International Labour
Organi sation) and not at the WO mi ni sterial meeting in Singapore,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir cited a recent case of the Wst going to a devel opi ng
country and corrupting the people and then publicised that the country was
corrupt. He did not nane the country.

"This is because they have control of information and we have no way of
expl ai ni ng oursel ves," he said.

A seni or Ghanaian official, pronpted by Rawlings to conpl enent Dr
Mahathir's remarks on the issue, said Ghana had no di sagreenent with
Mal aysia on WIO s multilateral trade and i nvestnment agreenents.

In fact, he said, Ghana was aware that the West was trying to "snuggl e
non-trade i ssues into the neeting' s agenda".

At the news conference, Dr Mahathir and Rawl i ngs also replied to
questions on w de-rangi ng i ssues, notably notions anong sone Ghanai ans t hat
the growi ng presence of Mal aysian investnent in the country was a form of
neo- col oni al i sm

A Ghanai an reporter who raised the question cited the najority stake
acqui sition of Ghana's key shipyard and dry dock at Tema near here by a
di versified Mal aysi an busi ness group.

Wil e here, Dr Mahathir witnessed the formal handi ng over of the
shi pyard to Ml aysi a' s Busi ness Focus group. He al so opened two banks, a
tel evision and ci nena production joint-venture and the first exhibition of



Mal aysi an products in west Afri ca.

Dr Mahat hir assured the Ghanai an nedi a and Rawl i ngs hinsel f that the
i dea of Mal aysi an busi nessmen investing in Ghana was not to take over or
just to make profit.

He said: "If our know edge of business is of any use at all to the
Ghanai ans then we would invest in order to transfer the know edge and bring
in the capital w thout which a nation could not progress.”

He said Mal aysians too were no | ess nationalistic than everyone el se
but nationalismmust be beneficial to a country rather than bringing nere
pride of ownershi p.

Rawl i ngs said he was fully convinced that Ml aysian investors in his
country have Ghana's interest utnost in their mnds whatever the
ci rcunst ances.

After | eading each other's country at the Ml aysi a-Ghana bil atera
tal ks on the final day of his visit, Dr Mahathir and Raw i ngs w tnessed t he
signing of a governnent-to-government agreenent on investnent guarantee and
ot her private sector nenoranda of understandi ng.

The MOUs included a gold mning | ease and purchase of a 40 per cent
stake in Ghana's public-listed Comrercial Bank by Ml aysian investors. --
BERNAMA
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