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Mahat hi r - Conspi racy
PM SAYS THERE | S A CONSPI RACY AGAI NST MALAYSI AN BUSI NESS ABROAD

By: Kuah Guan Qo

HARARE, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- There is a conspiracy agai nst Ml aysi an
busi nessnen doi ng busi ness abroad, said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
t oday.

Referring to foreign press reports that painted a negative picture of
Mal aysi an i nvestments abroad, he said there were sone people, especially
those from European countries, who were not happy "w th our businessnen
going to their turf"

He sai d when Ml aysi an busi nessnen went into Papua New Qui nea, there
was opposition fromAustralia and, |ikew se, fromFrance i n Canbodi a.

Mal aysi an busi nesses in Zinbabwe also net with opposition fromsone
| ocal media and Western countries.

"Qur offer to themis to get the local 'bumiputras' to participate in
t he devel opnent," he told Mal aysian journalists just before the closing of
the three-day G 15 sunmit here.

The Prime M nister said the Ml aysi an busi nessnmen nust expect this kind
of opposition. "That's why we always tell themto be good corporate
citizens," he added.

He said the foreign press were owned by peopl e who had dom nated the
| ocal people and now they were tal king of denocracy.

On Sunday, President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe | ashed out at the
Eur opean countries for questioning his governnment's award to Malaysia's YTL
Corp the RML.5 billion privatisation of the Hvange Thernmal Power Station.

Speaking at the state banquet for G 15 | eaders, he said there was no
goi ng back on the deal between YTL and the owner of the power station, the
Zi mbabwe El ectricity Supply Authority.

Dr Mahathir said he was told by Migabe that four Zi nbabwean anmbassadors
in Western countries were sumoned to explain the deal while the Zi nbabwean
M ni ster of Transport and Energy, Sinmon Myo, was al so asked by diplonmats
in Harare to explain why and how t he partnership was arrived at.

The Prime M nister said the Ml aysi an governnment had never summoned the
foreign envoys in Kuala Lunpur to explain their countries' decisions and
what was cl ear here was the pressure these Western countries were appl yi ng.

He said: "If there is international tender, we go by tender. Sonetines,
it is through negotiations...these are state decisions."

Dr Mahathir al so said the Mal aysi an busi nessnmen were going into other
devel opi ng countries, sone of which were still dom nated by the European
countries.

But he said the Ml aysi an busi nesses were only going into areas where
t hey have the experti se and know how.

Later at a joint press conference after the closing of the summt, Dr
Mahat hir said in the past trade and investnent had usually been fromthe
North to the Sout h.

But what the G 15 countries were doing now was to pronote trade and
i nvest nent anong the devel opi ng countries thensel ves.

Presi dent Miugabe said they would want to pronote not just trade and
i nvest nent anong the South but also between the North and South in a nore
equitable way. It was through these joint-ventures and projects, in
accordance with the objectives of the G 15, that devel oping countries could
interact nore effectively. -- BERNAMA
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