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Mahat hi r - Tel eport
PM SEES MORE EQUI TABLE WORLD W TH GLOBAL | NFORVATI ON NETWORK

By: Tham Choy Lin

TOKYO, May 13 (Bernama) -- The sharing of informati on and know edge
t hrough a gl obal network will create a nore equitable world and a hi gher
quality of life for humanki nd, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said i nformation technol ogy, when shared nore wi dely, can produce a
hi gh | evel of synergy between gl obal communities to address national and
i nternational issues.

"This i mense potential of a networked gl obal society should be used in
the creation of a one-world society which places a premumon the quality
of life for all," said the Malaysian Prime Mnister in his comenorative
address at the 12th general assenbly of the Wirld Tel eport Associ ation
(WrA) attended by 1,000 participants at the Tokyo I nternational Exhibition
Centre.

However, such sharing will only be possible if there were no artificial
barriers erected either by governments or the private sector to obstruct
the free flow of information or to link themw th extraneous political and
econoni ¢ i ssues, he said.

He call ed on devel opi ng and | ess devel oped countries to be bold enough
to participate in the formation of an information-rich society because the
availability of information infrastructure was the only way to "I eapfrog"
t he devel opnent process and to run after the rest.

"I strongly believe the devel opi ng and | ess devel oped nati ons nust
regard it as vital to join the global effort in the formation of the
Informati on Society as it will open wi ndows for quantum | eaps in technol ogy
devel oprent, " he sai d.

The paradi gmshift for such countries, however, required a hel pi ng hand
fromrich nations in view of many constraints such as financial, trained
manpower and access to advanced technol ogi es.

On the other side of the story, Dr Mahathir said, information
technol ogy can accentuate social inbal ances and poor countries nmay | ose
their chance of getting a piece of the action even in their own countries
because huge tel ecommuni cat on conpani es of the devel oped nations are
al ready grabbi ng huge segnents of the networks worl dw de.

However, he was optim stic that if properly guided, information
technol ogy can bring closer the "haves and the have-nots".

For instance, information technol ogy-based social services such as
tel emedi ci ne, di stance | earning and the provision of services over the
network can be used to bring the | ess privileged and nore renote
conmuni ties into the mai nstream of social and econom ¢ devel opnent.

His residence in Jitra has been swarned by his peopl e although he has
not been officially sworn in as senator

It is clear that his appointnent is |auded by Ml aysian Thais and in
appreciation of that, 65 Thais will be present at the Dewan Negara to
wi tness the swearing-in cerenony tonorrow.

Charern, who is also Thai Community Association chairman, hopes to
bring together the Thai comunity scattered in several northern states of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a under the associ ati on.

He said a census will be carried out to determ ne the actual nunber of
Thais in Ml aysia as there has been no conprehensi ve and accurate
statistics on their population to facilitate future planning for the
conmmuni ty.

On the Thai comunity in Ml aysia, he said they are well-treated by the



state government and are given equal opportunities |ike other races.

"The | ocal cultures does not differ nmuch fromthat of ours. We are of
t he sane stock," he said.

For the Thai comunity, Charern, who is also Kota G am Sungai Baru Umo
branch chairman in the Kubang Pasu division, is their hope to chart the
course for a better future for themin this country. -- BERNAMA
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