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By: K. C. Leong

HARARE, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- There is an urgent need for a paradi gm
shift in energy consunption fromsinply encouragi ng i ncreased energy use to
more intelligent and efficient use of energy, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d here today.

The prime mnister stressed this when addressing the Wrld Sol ar
Summit, called to gal vani se global conmtment to increased devel opnment and
use of solar and ot her renewabl e energy sources.

He was speaking as a vice-chairman of the 16-nenber World Sol ar
Conmi ssion, fornmed to provide guidance and political |eadership for the
i npl enentation of the action programe bei ng deliberated by the two-day
summ t whi ch was opened earlier by Zi nbabwean Presi dent Robert Muigabe.

Dr Mahathir said the issue before the sunmt was to seek a better
future for the world comunity by enphasising the inportance of energy
ef ficiency gains, productivity and i nprovenents.

The prinme minister, who described the gathering as one in pursuit of "a
strategic alliance to fulfil an agenda of nutual concern", said that
spreadi ng the sources of energy must al so be consi dered and appreci ated as
basic to the devel opnent process of countries.

"The question of equitable balance of growth, of equal access to
anenities, of national well-being and of socio-econonic stability depends
on a wi se and strategic approach to these inportant issues of energy
supply,"” he said.

"To sone margi nalised comunities, to those in renote |locations, to
those not within the range of the national grid, the issue of providing
ot her possi bl e sources of energy becones not only rel evant, but crucial."

Dr Mahat hir added that the broader use of solar energy would be an
i npetus towards the creation of a better quality of Iife for the rura
popul ati on of devel opi ng countri es.

He said that despite the high cost for the initial outlay of the
technol ogi es involved in the use of solar energy, its w despread
application would in the long run | ead to econom es of scale which would
ensure the viability and significance of solar as an alternative energy
source for the future

"Let us, however, enbark on this strategi c approach based on the
concerted effort all nations,"” he added.

The prime minister said a fair distribution of responsibilities between
devel oped and devel opi ng nati ons had to be ensured before endeavours for a
better future could be realised and called on devel oped countries to
transer their technol ogi es on solar use to devel oping countries with
m ni mum cost and hi ndrance.

"Let us not expound the glory of achieving advanced stages in the
devel oprment of technol ogies, if these technol ogi es are not shared and
distributed to nations, regions and communiti es which can use themand thus
narrow t he devel opnent gap," he added.

"Those al ready benefitting fromsuch technol ogi es shoul d consider it
their noral and social obligation to participate and contribute in this
process of sharing and transferring.

"Technol ogi es on sol ar use, for instance, need to be transferred to
devel oping countries with nmininumcost and hindrance, and with intell ectua
rights being part and parcel of the technology transfer."

On the equally critical factor of funding, he said the possibility of



establishing a fundi ng nechani sm perhaps in the formof a world sol ar
fund, needed to be | ooked at seriously.

Commitnents fromfinancing institutions such as the Wrld Bank and
regi onal banks and the international conmunity, especially multilateral and
bilateral donors as well as the private sector and corporate entities,
could well play a lead role in spurring the establishnent of such a fund,
Dr Mahat hir said.

He al so urged the summit to focus on developing a nore effective
partnership that does not require stringent and restrictive institutiona
arrangenents, but rather one that hinges on good, pragmatic planning and
"smart cooperation” anpng nations.

"By so doing, we shall in the final analysis, enjoy a w nning edge," he
sai d, adding: "Wen barriers are down and the whole world commnity
advances, everybody wins."

Earlier, he said that with the current growth patterns of energy demand
expected to continue well into the next decade, there was an urgent need to
pl ace i n perspective a sustainable energy system

The question of adequacy, sustainability and reliability of energy
sources must be di scussed and resol ved, the prime ninister added.

He said there was a need for nore policy and resource focus on critica
areas, including the diversification of energy sources through the
application of solar and other renewabl e sources of energy.

"Needl ess to say, this issue nust be seen within the context of the
protection and preservation of the environnment, cost-effectiveness and a
wi del y obt ai nabl e option of conventional sources of energy," Dr Mahathir
added.

The summit is expected to adopt two najor docunents -- the Harare
Decl aration on Sol ar Energy and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and the World Sol ar
Programe 1996- 2005.

The former will commit the nations gathered here to work towards the
wi der use of solar and ot her renewabl e sources of energy while the latter
outlines sone 300 projects to be devel oped and i npl enented at the national,
regional and gl obal |evels over the next 10 years. -- BERNAVA
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