30 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Sabah
PM SURE SABAH CAN MATCH PROGRESS ACHI EVED BY OTHER MALAYSI ANS

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 30 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
told the Sabah people that they have the capability to match the progress
made by Ml aysi ans in other states.

The Prime M nister said there was no reason why they could not achieve
progress as they are no | ess capabl e t han Ml aysi ans el sewhere.

"I cam confident Sabah can (progress). Wat other Ml aysi ans can do,

t he Sabah people also can. Don't believe it if there is anyone who says
Sabah cannot (succeed)," he said when | aunching the "Ml aysi a Bol eh, Sabah
Bol eh" (Mal aysi a Can, Sabah Can) canpai gn at the Likas Sports Conpl ex here.

The canpaign is to arouse in the Sabah people a sense of belief in
their own capability to succeed after years of being |left behind due to the
state's political uncertainties.

Dr Mahathir said the inportant thing was to keep up their spirits to
pursue progress and to keep on trying in the face of failure, until they
gai ned the ability necessary to achi eve success.

The Prime M nister said Sabah al so has its professional manpower who
could help the state succeed.

He said he had net professionals from Sabah whil e outside the country.

"I met at the University of Victoria in Vancouver a student from Sabah
who was studying in a sophisticated engineering field. People like this
student will return and help the state to devel op,"” he said.

He said where a person originated was no obstacle to hi mbeconm ng a
pr of essi onal

Citing an exanple, he said a person from Kodi ang i n Kedah, a pl ace
vi ewed as backward in the peninsula, had becone a pilot of a Boeing 747-400
aircraft.

"In the past, this town was really backward, so much so that others
| ooked upon peopl e from Kodi ang as stupid. But now, he (the pilot) has
proven that he can succeed. |If even people from Kodi ang can, what nore
peopl e of Sabah," he said.

In the mddle of his speech, Dr Mahathir suddenly burst out with the
cry "We can do it" three tines, to the | oud cheers and appl ause of the
3, 000 peopl e present.

He said the nation could face any chal |l enge successfully if it
mai ntains a high norale and refuses to admt defeat, and instead strives to
do it better than the devel oped countries.

Anmong Mal aysi a's successes, he said, is the national car industry which
had grown rapidly and i s now exporting.

He said other successes are the country's ability to practise a system
of denpcracy that is effective and to use the systemto achieve a high
| evel of devel opnent.

Anpong t hose present were Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, and state and federal
m ni sters. -- BERNAMA
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