28 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - nat ure
PM TELLS MALAYSI ANS TO EMULATE NEW ZEALAND ON NATURE CONSERVATI ON

By: Ali Mamat

AUCKLAND, WMarch 28 (Bernanma) -- Ml aysi ans shoul d emul ate t he peopl e of
New Zeal and for their self-initiative in protecting the environnent w thout
sol el y dependi ng on the government, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad sai d today

He sai d New Zeal anders val ued environnmental cleanliness and kept nost
of their lakes and rivers clean to the extent that in sone places it was
said that their waters could be drank untreated

"They also give priority to the cleanliness of their house conmpounds
and take the initiative to beautify the views along roads," he told
Mal aysi an journalists covering his four-day visit to New Zeal and.

Dr Mahathir had visited the Taupo Lake, a holiday destination known for
its natural beauty and clear and clean waters which is situated south of
the city here.

He al so took a ride on the MV ~GCsprey' cruise ferry fromthe
Hobsonvill e wharf to the Viaduct Basin wharf here to view the beauty and
cl eanli ness of the area.

Dr Mahathir, who is obviously inpressed with New Zeal and's naritinme
achi evenents, said Malaysia could learn a lot fromthis South Pacific
nation in conposite technol ogy and boat building industries.

To a question, the Prine Mnister said New Zeal and coul d becone a
devel oped and rich country because it was willing to develop its forests
into sheep and cattle farns.

"Wthout felling trees inits forests, it would have been inpossible
for New Zeal and to becone devel oped and rich,' he said.

In this connection, Dr Mahathir said: ~W also need areas to build
houses, industries and farns.'

Dr Mahathir said he believed New Zeal and was now truly interested in
forging good ties with Mal aysia and ot her Asian countries.

"New Zeal and i s now aware that the establishnment of cooperation with
Mal aysi a benefits both sides a | ot.

“...and this effort to be closer to Asia is not only because of the
region's rapidly expandi ng econony but al so because they find that their
link with Europe has | oosened, especially after the formation of the
Eur opean Union," he said. --

-- Bernama
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