13 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Syari ah
PM Tl CKS OFF SYARI AH COURT JUDGES FOR DELAYI NG JUDGEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, 13 April (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today criticised the attitude of sonme Syariah Court judges who del ayed
judgements on cases of wife abuse or divorce because their interpretation
on the husband's rights over his wife differed fromthose held by others.

The Prime M nister said there were court judges who purposely refused
to allow petitions for divorce just because the husband had the rights over
his wife and as such he could do anything although the w fe conpl ai ned t hat
she had been badly beaten by the husband.

"l have received conplaint froma woman who cl ai red she had been beaten
repeatedly by her husband but a Syariah Court Judge said it was the
husband's right to beat the wife," he said at a di al ogue after | aunching
t he Jayawari s Programme organi sed by the National C vics Bureau of the
Prime Mnister's Departnent at the Islamc Centre, here.

A wonan had earlier clainmed that the Syariah Court purposely del ayed
petitions for divorce made by a woman on grounds that efforts should be
taken to save the narriage al though the husband concerned was free to have
an affair with his | over without paying for the upkeep of the wife and
children for four years.

The Prime Mnister, who answered all eight questions directed to him
during the dial ogue, acknow edged the probl em of del ays by the Syariah
Courts in settling cases of w fe abuse and divorce in the country.

Dr Mahathir said the notion that the husband had rights over the wfe
must be interpreted together with other verses on fairness in the Quran.

"Does the husband's right to hit the wife nean that he can beat her
excessively? Is this fair?" he asked.

He said such interpretation was not the fault of Islamic teachings but
it arose because the person who made the interpretati on was narrow m nded
Questioned by reporters after the dialogue, he said it was time that
Syariah Court Judges and officials in the country be given training so that
their decisions were not influenced by their views on certain matters but

were based on wider interpretation

He said it was difficult for the federal governnent to ensure that
Syariah Courts speeded up judgenent procedures as they were under the
jurisdiction of the state governnents.

"There are times even | nyself feel enbarassed when people of other
faiths posed the question of non-uniformty in the inplementation of
Syariah laws in the country when there is only one Islamc religion," he
sai d. -- BERNAMA

AH AO



	PM TICKS OFF SYARIAH COURT JUDGES FOR DELAYING JUDGEMENT (Bernama 13/04/1996)

