03 OCT 1996

PM TO LAUNCH MSI A'' S FI RST MOTORCYLCE PLANT

GURUN, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad wi || today | aunch Malaysia's first nmotorcycle and engine facility
here, marking another mlestone in the country's drive towards achieving
industrialisation status by the year 2020.

The nore than RM300 million plant, is owed by Mdtosikal dan Enjin
Nasi onal Sdn Bhd's (Modenas), which is manufacturing the nationa
not or cycl e.

Mbdenas, is a joint venture between Diversified Resources Bhd (DRB)
(with a 55 percent stake), Khazanah Nasi onal Bhd (15 percent) along with
Japan's Kawasaki Heavy Industries Ltd (19 percent) and N ssho-|wai
Corporation (11 percent)

The Modenas plant would initially produce 100,000 units of the 110 cc
four-stroke sporty two-wheel er notorcycles inits first year of operation.

It was conpleted on March 1996 and the first bike rolled out on May 14
this year.

The notorcylces, to be priced at about RWA, 000 per unit, would be sold
by Mddenas's marketing arm Edaran Mbdenas Sdn Bhd (EMOS).

The nane of the national notorcycle is still a closely-guarded secret
and woul d be known at the launch later this norning. -- BERNAMA
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