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Mahat hi r- Vi si t
PM VI SI TS STEEL AND ROBOTI C PLANTS

By: Tham Choy Lin

TOKYO, May 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is on a working visit here, spent today touring a robotics
automati on plant and the Kawasaki Steel Corporation works in Chiba near
here.

Dr Mahathir's visit to the Fanuc Ltd plant in Yamanashi and the
Kawasaki Steel works | asted three hours each, said an official fromthe
Prime M nister's Departnent.

At the Fanuc plant, about 45 m nutes by helicopter fromhere, Dr
Mahat hir was received by its chairman and chi ef executive officer, Seiuenon
| naba.

The plant is known for using automati on extensively to produce robots
for industrial use.

Dr Mahat hir, who was acconpani ed by science adviser in the PMs
Department, Tan Sri Prof Omar Abdul Rahman, had |unch with | naba before
flying to Chiba.

At the sprawling Chiba plant, which is a | eadi ng producer of prenium
quality steel, he was wel comed by the Kawasaki president, Kanji Enoto.

Al so present was Economic Planning Unit Director-General Tan Sri Al
Abul Hassan Sul ai man

The Kawasaki plant in Chiba | ocated at Tokyo Bay, about 43 km from
here, is equipped with the nost advanced facilities in the world. The pl ant
whi ch produces crude steel and has a production capacity of 8.5 nillion
tonnes annually is spread over 870 hect ares.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived on Monday, waps up his visit tonorrow by
presenting a paper entitled "Towards a Stable Asia" at an internationa
conference on the future of Asia organised by Japan's | eadi ng busi ness
newspaper, N hon Kei zai Shi nbun.

He is al so schedul ed to nmeet Philippine President Fidel Ranbs and two
Japanese corporate | eaders earlier in the norning. Ranps is al so attendi ng
the internati onal conference.

The Prime Mnister will fly to the United States on Saturday evening
for a simlar working trip. -- BERNAMA
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