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LONDON, May 22 (Bernamm) -- A technol ogy transfer progranme that will
enabl e Mal aysia to play an active role anong the world' s space nations
through micro-satellite technol ogy was di scussed when Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad net space technol ogy scientists at the Surrey
Satellite Techology Limted (SSTL) conmplex in Cwm | dfard, 48kmfrom here.

SSTL, is a wholly-owned commercial armof the centre for the satellite
Engi neeri ng Research (CSER) of the nodern plate-glass University of Surrey.

Its boasts a mcro-satellite technol ogy capability that is not only
many m | lion pounds cheaper than conventional production costs but is also
at the forefront in the cost-effective | eague table.

SSTL is already naking micro-satellite technology for Chile, Portugal,
Thai | and, Korea and Paki stan and is now vying for a contract to make and a
| aunch a satellite in space for Ml aysi a.

During his visit here an a stopover fromhis tour of Japan and Anerica
Dr Mahathir toured CSER s "cl ean roons" where satellites are assenbl ed and
the ground station which nonitors the progress of STLL's eight satellites
which are already in orbit.

CSER in fact is no stranger to Mal aysia. A Mal aysian, Valerie Chu, from
Sabah is currently here doing doctoral research in space technol ogy. Dr
Mahat hir met her with some of the 114 Mal aysi ans studying at Surrey
Uni versity.

The visit to this university is of special interest to Dr Mahathir
because SSTL is anmong the bidders, with other countries |like India, which
are offering Mal aysia their expertise for the planned Mal aysian satellite
pr ogr anme.

SSTL has nmade a nane for itself as a world leader in mcro-satellite
technol ogy and as pioneer in the international novenent towards smaller,
faster and cheaper satellite m ssions.

Prof Martin Sweeting, SSTL managing director said: "Dr Mahathir's visit
is part of talks on the growing possibility of a UK-Mal aysi an col | aborati on
whereby the University of Surrey will devel op a technol ogy transfer
programme to enable Malaysia to join and play an active rol e anong the
wor |l d's space nations through the acquisition of mcro-satellite
t echnol ogy. "

"A constellation of affordable mnisatellites will nonitor and rel ay
vital information on haze, deforestation and | ogging, oil spillage and
fl ood hazard," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so had a dial ogue with Ml aysi an students here and in the
aft ernoon Labour Leader Tony Blair called on Dr Mahathir at Hyde Park Gate.
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