24 JUL 1996
Mahat hir- Ai r port
PM WANTS Al RPORT OMNERS TO STRI VE FOR BETTER SYSTEMS

LANGKAW , July 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad has said airport owners and operators need to strive to provide the
most efficient, convenient and user-friendly airports systens.

He said this was because airports were a crucial link in the gl oba
travel chain.

"As airports users become nore discerning and demanding, it is
i nperative that airport owners and operators particularly in an
i ncreasingly conpetitive environnent strive to provide the best system™

Dr Mahathir said this in his nmessage in the souvenir programme of the
i naugural Langkawi International Airport Technol ogy and G ound Support
Exhi bi ti on (Al RPORTEX ' 96) .

The four-day exhibition will begin tonmorrow at the Mihsur
I nternational Exhibition Centre (MEC) in Padang Matsirat.

The Prime M nister said the exhibition of such nature featuring the
| at est technol ogy in airport devel opment, systens and operati ons was nobst
tinely.

This, according to his was because the aviation world, particularly the
Asi a- Pacific region had wi tnessed a burgeoni ng phase of najor airport
constructi on.

"Mal aysia is once again proud to be the venue of yet another
i nternational exhibition which reflects the country's avowed aimto stay
abreast of the |atest technology the world has to offer not only in
avi ation and aerospace but in other spheres of econonic devel oprment, " he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the exhibition would al so afford opportunities for
i nteraction between airport owners, operators and purveyors of the | atest
technol ogy in airport operations and systens.

"It will also enable industry profesionals and experts to exchange
views and i deas and share their experiences,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik in his
message sai d the aerospace i ndustry was one of the key areas in the
country.

He said Mal aysia was conmitted to staking a claimto its share of the
i nternational aerospace nmarket.

"Al though high risk and capital intensive in nature, the aerospace
sector offers a nyriad of opportunities for transfer of advanced
technol ogies in areas |ike electronics, engineering and conposite
materials," he said.

Dr Ling said with countries in the region in the throes of nega airport
devel oprent projects, it was indeed an exciting and chal | engi ng phase for
ai rport technol ogy.

"Countries are fully cognizant of the critical inportance of airports
in national econom c devel opnent and this will undoubtly generate an
interest and demand for the | atest airport technol ogy and operation
systens," he said.

A total of 110 conpanies from 17 countries are participating in the
exhi bition and host nation, Ml aysia is represented by 57 conpanies. O her
maj or participants are Gernany and Britain which are represented by 13
conpani es each.

A two-day international conference on airport will also be held during
the exhibition, the first in this region. -- BERNAMA
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