06 JUN 1996
Dadah
PM WANTS FI RVER ACTI ON TO CURB DADAH | NFLOW

KUALA LUMPUR, June 6 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
asked the police to tighten checks at the border to prevent the entry of
dadah into the country, Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob
sai d today.

Dr Mahathir, in his address at the National Dadah Council's first
meeting today, also asked the police to forma special body to probe how
dadah coul d be brought into the country.

"He wants the probe to establish who the culprits are and from where
t he dadah cane," Megat Junid told Bernama after attending the neeting.

Dr Mahathir, who is Prine Mnister and Home M nister, said parents and
the society should help the governnent to eradi cate the dadah nenace, he
sai d.

Last nonth the Narcotics Departnent said that nost of the dadah found
in the country was smuggl ed from nei ghbouring countries.

The Council, chaired by the Prine Mnister, was fornmed to fight drugs
abuse and it has representatives of bodies involved in the enforcenent,
treatnent, rehabilitation, prevention, information and educati onal aspects.

Dr Mahathir also directed all government agencies and mnistries to
adhere to decisions made by the Council

He said there was a need to retain the nandatory death sentence for
dadah traffickers convicted under Section 39B of the Dangerous Drugs Act,
Megat Juni d sai d.

He said the Prime Mnister wanted the admi nistration at all dadah
rehabilitation centres to be inproved so that H V-positive i nmates coul d be
segregat ed.

Megat Juni d expressed concern that the nunber of dadah addicts in
Kel antan had risen by 142 percent |ast year.

He said the Council asked the National Dadah Agency to prepare a
wor ki ng paper for conprehensive discussion on the dadah problemin the
country.

The wor ki ng paper would be distributed to all nenbers of the Counci
before its next neeting on July 1

He said there would be a programme to train a pool of speakers from
anong teachers, ulamas, mlitary and police personnel, and forner addicts
so that they woul d be available to give tal ks on dadah when required.

Megat Junid said the Council also proposed that inmates of dadah
rehabilitation centres be given | essons on | aw and religion as part of
efforts to prevent rioting at such centres.

At its next neeting, the Council would discuss the proposal to anend
the I aws on puni shment for government workers |ike prison warders, police
and custons staff involved in dadah use and trafficking, he said. --
BERNAMA
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