10 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Conput er
PM WANTS MALAYSI ANS TO BE COMPUTER LI TERATE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday Ml aysi ans shoul d know how to use conputers and accessing i nformation
needed since conputer literacy will be a major requirenent in the future.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysians fromall wal ks of [ife should
fam liarise thenselves with conputers, better still at an early age to
overcone, if any, fear of the technol ogy.

"I"mconfident that everyone will eventually know how to use conputers,
the Internet and so on if they spend 15 or 20 ninutes of their tinme daily
usi ng conputers,"” he said when inaugurating the Yayasan WangsaMaj u ( YWV
her e.

Dr Mahathir said conputer literacy is in line with the governnent's
aspirations to nake Mal aysia one of the | eading countries to take advantage
of computers and i nfornmation technol ogy.

In this respect, he comrended nove by YWMto supply conputers to
schools in Wangsa Maj u to expose students to nmultinmedia and Internet.

The YWM has enbarked on its first project to set up "Wangsanet", a
computer network |inking schools in Wangsa Maju. It has supplied 70
mul ti medi a conputers to private and public schools including a school for
t he handi capped in the area for the purpose.

It had also set up a nobile multinmedia |ibrary equi pped with seven
comput ers and anot her conputer as Internet Server for residents in the
ar ea.

Dr Mahathir said the private sector played an inportant role in
suppl enenting government's efforts to enhance conputer literacy anong the
peopl e.

During the function, the Prime Mnister received RMB million in
contributions for the YWM s fund.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali spent nore
than an hour at the Conputer and Internet Exhibition organi sed by schools
i n Wangsa Maj u.

Dr Mahathir, who was on a his hal f-day working visit to Kuala Lunpur
Federal Territory, later joined Muslinms for Friday prayers at the Sri
Ranmpai Moysque.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
presented the sernon during the prayers.

The YWM s chairman is Datuk Dr Kamal Salih who is also MP for Ummo
di vi sional chief for Wangsa Maj u. -- BERNAVA
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