10 MAR 1996
Mahat hir- At hl ete
PM WANTS MALAYSI AN ATHLETE TO BE MORE DI SCI PLI NED

LANGKAW , March 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght called on all Ml aysian athletes to be nore disciplined in their
training and daily activites.

He said only by being nore disciplined, Mlaysian sportsmen would be able to
create an inpact at the international |evel

"We have seen a very good exanple during the 10-day Le Tour de Langkaw ' 96
(TDL ' 96) cycling race where the foreign cyclists have shown what good
di scipline was all about,"

"They are very disciplined racers and have dedicated their lives to the
sport. Anywhere they go, you will see that they are always with their bicycles,
"he said at a dinner hosted by the Kedah State Governnent in conjunction with
t he
TDL ' 96.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysian athletes, especially the cyclists, should emnul ate
the attitude of their foreign rivals for their own good.

"This is something that Mal aysian athletes should | earn about, that is to
give their utnost in whatever event they are involved in," he said.

The Prinme Mnister said he was a bit disappointed with the |evel of
di sci pline and dedi cati on shown by sone of the Ml aysi an sportsmen especially
when t hey were conpeting overseas.

"When we sent themto conpete overseas, they woul d conplain of |oneliness as
the wife is not around and when the wife is around they would say that they
shoul d al so be allowed to go sight-seeing," he said.

On Mal aysia's performance in the inaugural event, Dr Mahathir said the
| ocal s should learn to race nore |ike a teamthan as individuals.

He al so said it was obvious that the Malaysian teans were | acking in tactics
and urged themto learn fromthe rivals.

"We could learn fromthe Australians and | believe that if we are
di sci plined and dedi cat ed enough and together with the right tactics, we could
cone out with better results and even beat them" he said.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir also singled out M Kumaresen and Nor Effendy
Rosli and asked both cyclists to train harder and be nore disciplined.

"Kurmar esen and Effendy should learn fromtheir rivals on how to be good
cyclists so one day they can al so be as good as them" he said.

Menteri Besar, Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff was al so present at the dinner. --
BERNANA
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