12 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - di sabl ed
PM WANTS MORE JOB OPPORTUNI Tl ES FOR THE DI SABLED

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad wants
the disabled to continue to be given opportunities to work both in the
public and private sectors in the country.

The Prime Mnister said the creation of job opportunities for the
di sabled as well as their enploynent w thout prejudice could enhance their
living standard and at the sanme time provide better security for their
future generati on.

"The all ocati on of one percent job opportunities for the disabled in
the public sector should be inplenmented nore aggresively and the private
sector should also follow suit," he said at the |aunching of a cerenony for
the disabled at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

The Speci al Programre "Towards Excel | ence For The Di sabl ed 1996" was
attended by about 2,000 di sabl ed peopl e nati onwi de.

Dr Mahathir said the government was concerned about the welfare of the
di sabled and this was reflected by the various neasures taken including the
exenption of incone tax for themand their famly.

Dr Mahathir said that in the 1996 Budget, the governnent raised tax
exenption to a famly with a disabled child fromRM, 600 to RVb, 000 each.

He said the maxi numtax exenption given for the purchase of basic aid
tools had al so been raised fromRW3, 000 to RVb, 000 while tax cuts for
medi cal expenses were al so i ncreased from RML, 000 t o RWVb, 000.

He said one's physical disability should not prevent himor her from
advanci ng and participating in the devel opnent of the nation.

He said physical disability was not and should not be viewed as a
problemin the context of social or econom c devel opnent.

"A social environnent that provides positive dynanm smto the disabled
with regard to their acceptance and the support given as well as an
understanding for their needs, will create various potentials for
achi evenent which we ourselves did not anticipate before,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said it was not inpossible for Malaysia to be a
nmodel for excellence of the disabled people in the region in the near
future if planning and programm ng of activities for the disabled group
wer e done properly.

In this context, he was confident that the relevant parties involved in
t he devel opnent and pl anni ng of progranmes for the disabled group could
carry out their responsiblities properly.

On the provision of facilities for the group at work places, hones,
public buildings and public transport, Dr Mahathir said efforts towards
this objective had al ready been carried out through the ammendnent to the
Uni f orm Bui | di ng By-Laws 1984.

He said the amendnent, anobng others, adhered to the "Code of Practice
for Access for Disabled People for Public Buildings" which was approved in
1990 and foll owed by the state governnents.

However, he said that the "Code of Practice for Disabl ed Peopl e Qutside
Bui | di ng 1993" was still in the process of inplenentation.

Meanwhi | e, National Unity and Social Devel opnment M nister Datin Paduka
Haj ah Zal eha Ismail told reporters that she hoped nore gover nnment
departnents as well as the private sector woul d enpl oy the disabl ed.

She said, so far there were 2,000 disabl ed people working in the
private sector while 1,000 were in governnent service.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir presented the incentive schenme award to



di sabl ed athl etes. -- BERNANVA
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