13 JUL 1996
Mahat hir- Theatre
PM WANTS MORE PATRI OTI C THEATRE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- Mre patriotic theatre should be
staged to instil the spirit of love for the country and to i nprove the
quality of such performances, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d tonight.

"It is only right to have nore plays with this thene because the nore
we have themthe better the quality will get,"” he told reporters after
attending a play entitled "Bel um Sel esai " at Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka (DBP)
her e.

He said the theatre was an effective way to di ssem nate infornmati on and
i ncul cate good val ues anong the community.

Dr Mahathir, who praised the play directed by Zakaria Ariffin, said it
rem nded t he people of the struggle against colonialismand the country's
fight for independence.

It was a quality performance with a very relevant title, he said. The
cast includes |l eading |ocal actors Hani Mhsin, Haliza M sbun, Sabri Yunus,
Katijah Tan and Abdul Rahi m Muda (I nuda).

Al those involved in staging the work were later introduced to the
prime mnister.

The 90-minute play will be staged again at the DBP tonorrow ni ght
before it is held at the Dewan Budaya of Universiti Sains Ml aysia on Aug 5
and 6. -- BERNANVA
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