11 NOV 1996
PM W LL WTNESS LAUNCH NG OF MEASAT |1 I N KOUROU

By: Azman U ang

PARI'S, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will w tness
the [aunching of Measat Il in Kourou on Thursday (Ml aysian tinme) although
French authorities had advised himto cancel the trip due to a major strike
expected to take place in Cayenne, the capital city of French CGuiana.

This was confirmed by an Arianespace official here after a di scussion
with the Mal aysi an Foreign M nistry.

The Mal aysi an nedi a group covering the event had | eft for Kourou today
after postponing their trip earlier.

Yest erday, Arianespace chief operating officer Francis Avansi said the
French governnent had advised the Prime Mnister to witness the [ aunch from
Paris foll owi ng unrest by students and workers in Cayenne on Saturday over
poor conditions in schools.

The French said this was to avoid any disconfort or inconveniences in
the event of any electricity interruption.

The French governnment had al so earlier advised the Ml aysian nmedi a
against flying to Kourou. -- BERNAVA
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