23 MAR 1996

PM W TNESSES SI GNI NG FOR BUKI T MERAH SVART TOWNSHI P

TAI PING March 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad today wi tnessed the signing of a tripartite venture which will see
the devel opment of the RML billion Bukit Merah Lake Town project into a
intelligent and smart township.

The signing between three | ocal conpanies nmarks the first step taken to
i ncor porate advanced tel econmmuni cati ons services into Bukit Merah, the
first township of its kind in the country.

The agreenent was si gned between the devel oper of the township, Segi
ojektif (M Sdn Bhd, a nenber of the Enkay Group of Conpanies, Celluar
Conmruni cation Network (M Sdn Bhd (Cel com and Amet (M Sdn Bhd, a new
i ntegrated and conpl ex system desi gn conpany at the the township site
of fice in Bukit Merah, about 15 km from here.

Enkay was represented by its chairman Dat uk Miustapha Kamal Abu Bakar,
Celcomby its president, H Rosli Man and Ammet by its chairman Datuk Haji
Ahmad Razali Mohd Al'i

Rosli told reporters at the function that Cel comwould i nvest RVBO
mllion over a 10-year period to undertake tel ecommunication infrastructure
in the area.

The conpany woul d supply the infrastructure such as the
tel ecommuni cation lines and fibre optics, while Amet woul d supply the
el ectroni cs equi pnents.

Under the pact, Cel comwould provide, operate and mai ntain an advanced
t el ecommuni cation network information project as well as undertake
i nterconnectivity with other operators, he said.

The three conpani es Sept | ast year conducted a feasibility study on the
| evel of conmunication and tel ecomunication technol ogy that coul d be
i npl emented in this mxed devel opment project which covered 613 hectares
situated at the Bukit Merah Interchange of the North-South H ghway, north
of the state.

Among the facilities that would be inplenented in the area are advanced
voi ce and vi sual comuni cation technology utilising fibre optics and
wi rel ess technol ogy, building prem se automati on systens and the usage of
tel eports.

Amet will be introducing for the first time in Ml aysia tel eport
services which involves an integrated and centralised utilities services
whi ch woul d act as a one stop agency for the billing and paynment for the
servi ces.

The Bukit Merah townshi p, a devel opnent integrating conmerci al
| ei sure, recreational and residential areas fronting the 2,800 hectare
(7,000 acres) freshwater |ake, is expected to be conpleted in stages.

The first phase of the project costing RML70 million anbong ot hers
conprises a RM0 million "Water Thene Park" on a 4.4 ha area which is
expected to be ready by Cctober this year.

Famly hotels, chalets, a marine village, a food court and shoppi ng
arcade, and bungal ow | ots are anong the projects earnmarked under Phase One.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was briefed on the devel opnent of the township by
Must apha Kanmal before being taken for an on-site visit.

The Prime M nister was al so taken for a boat ride at the | ake where he
released fish fry into the | ake. -- BERNAMA
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