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POLI CE TO REVI EWCRI TERI A FOR GUN OWNERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, April 18 (Bernama) -- Police are review ng the present
criteria and procedures for individuals to own guns, especially side-arnms,
I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor said today.

The need for themto use guns would have to be studied, as the criteria
had been in use since the British days, he said.

"I'n those days we had the Communi st insurgency and the secret
soci eties, but the society has changed now," he told reporters during a
visit to the Kuala Lunmpur General Hospital here in conjunction with the
189t h Pol i ce Day.

The gun application procedure was al ready nade stringent over the past
10 years, he said, adding that not anyone could easily own a weapon.

The firearms i ssue has becone a hot topic since the conviction of
former national skeet shooter Vincent Teo for illegal firearnms deals in
Sabah, an incident which led Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
to order a freeze on all new gun |icences.

Rahi m sai d the police would subnit a proposal paper on the revi ew of
the gun ownership criteria to the Hone Mnistry for consideration.

Meanwhi | e, Rahimsaid the police would i nspect all arns deal ers' shops
and conduct a stock audit of the weapons throughout the country, and in the
peni nsul a, beginning with Sel angor, the state nearest to the police
headquarters.

"We are facing nmanpower constraints in this respect, hence we are doing
the checking in Selangor first, before going to the other states," he
added.

On the probe in Sabah, Rahimsaid the police were still gathering nore
i nformati on on the gun-running.

He did not discount the possibility of nore arrests being made, as the
police were only "scratching the surface" for the present, and would go
deeper into the case. -- Bernana
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