16 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r-corruption
POLI TI CAL PARTI ES THAT DEMAND MONEY ARE CORRUPT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today political parties that demand noney fromthe rakyat are considered to
have commtted corrupt practices and the government will nonitor such
activities in the com ng general el ection.

The Prime Mnister said the governnent intended to wi pe out noney
politics in the general election but all political parties were found to be
spendi ng massive funds in the el ection.

"Some of them denmanded noney fromthe public but had never shown to the
peopl e where the noney that they had coll ected had been channelled to and
this is corruption. W will nonitor such practice whether the noney was
collected on religious grounds or other purposes," he told the Dewan Rakyat
inreply to a supplenmentary question fromHaji Wan Mohamrad Janmi n WAn
Mahnood ( Pas- Tunpat) .

When approached later, he said it was norally wong to use religious
sentiment to solicit for noney although legally it was not wong.

He said in the general election a |ot of funds were needed for
canpai gni ng, printing of pamhplets and party mani festo, public gatherings
and cer anah.

"We cannot stop themunless we say they cannot canpaign just like in
Umo but people will then say we are not denocratic," he said.

"I am not suggesting that canpai gni ng should be banned in the genera
election like in Umo. They can go ahead and canpai gn," he added.

He said there were nany forns of corruption and the abuse of anyt hing
i s considered wongful and this included religious abuse.

"If there are reports, we will use the ACA (Anti-Corruption Agency),"
the Prime M nister said.

Asked on Umo nenbers reporting noney politics to the ACA, he said: "It
is up to the nmenbers to | odge the report to the ACA...it's up to the
i ndi vi dual but no one can go to court."”

He said as party menbers they could go to the ACA but they could not go
to court as it was agai nst party regul ati ons. -- BERNAVA
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