19 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Cooper ati on
POLI TI Cl ANS AND GOVERNMENT OFFI CERS REM NDED TO MAI NTAI N COOPERATI ON

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 19 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned today urged politicians and governnment officers to
conti nue cooperating to devel op the country.

He sai d such cooperation was vital for the country to realise its
obj ective of becom ng a devel oped country one day to gain world respect.

"We nust have confidence in our own ability, and if we can maintain the
present political stability and sincerely want to devel op our country, our
race will becone respected," he said.

Addressing a lunch gathering of political |eaders and seni or governnent
officers, Dr Mahathir said the people of this country should be thankful
for the bl essings given themby God, including the beautiful beaches and
| akes i n Terengganu.

There were | andl ocked countries which had to send goods to anot her
country through the territories of nations which were soneti nes not
friendly with themand bl ocked the passage of the goods, he said.

"W in Malaysia are fortunate because we have many assets which can be
used to enrich and devel op the country,"” Dr Mahathir said.

However, the wealth nmust be properly nanaged for it to benefit the
peopl e and the country, he said.

He sai d devel oped countries not only depended on their natural
resources but were good at using the resources endowed upon them by God.

Dr Mahathir criticised people who preferred to sit back and envy the
success of local entrepreneurs instead of working hard to enmulate their
achi evenent s.

"Tan Sri Tajudin Rami hails froma village in Kedah and used to wal k
four mles to school but now he owns CELCOM MAS...," the Prine Mnister
sai d.

Later in the afternoon, Dr Mahathir closed the Pial a Perdana badm nton
chanpi onshi p at Stadi um Negeri here.

Thirteen teans fromthroughout the country took part in the neet
organi sed by the Wl fare Body of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy M nisters
(Bakti).

The Wl fare Body of Wves of Sel angor El ected Representatives (Balkis)
energed chanpi on and Bakti the runner-up.

The Prime M nister presented the trophy to Bal kis president Puan Sri
Asbi Rohani Asnan. -- BERNAMA
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