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MAHATHI R S LEADERSHI P W NS PRAI SE AT LANGKAW DI ALOGUE

LANGKAW , July 30 (Bernama) -- Participants at the Langkaw
I nternational Dial ogue today praised Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for his strong political |eadership in a world which they say is
i ncreasingly |acking in one.

They said political |eaders of Dr Mahathir's qualities and vision were
rare in both devel oped and devel opi ng countries, and Mal aysia's own track
record in nation-building could be a nodel for other countries.

Hi s | eadership cane in for special nmention by spokesnen of the 250
participants, conprising nostly senior governnment officials and captains of
i ndustry during the second day of the dial ogue at the Langkawi Berjaya
Beach Resort.

Prof essor Bertrand Schnei der, the secretary-general of the d ub of
Rorme, an international think tank, said the world is suffering froma | ack
of political |eadership

He said he could not think of a better exanple of strong politica
| eadership as the one provided by Dr Mahathir and Mal aysia's success i s
proof of this.

"I'n many countries, what is lacking is the kind of |eadership which we
obviously see in Ml aysia and the success of Ml aysia today is due to Dr
Mahat hir's | eadership," he said.

"That is the reason why the situation in so many countries is so bad."

For their sessions during the LID, the participants are seated in 25
round tables in groups of 10. The spokesman for each group presents the
vi ews of the group on issues on the agenda which focus on ways of forging
smart partnership as a new concept of doing busi ness.

Smart partnership nmeans forging a business relationship to achieve a
long termw n-win situation

Al so participating in the LID are four foreign heads of governnment --
Presi dent Robert Mugabe of Zi nbabwe, President Sam Nuj oma of Nami bi a
President Sir Ketumle Masire of Botswana and Canbodi an First Prime
M ni ster Prince Norodom Ranariddh. Dr Mahathir will close the three-day
di al ogue t onorrow.

Prof essor Henry Dzi notyi weyi of Zi nbabwe, speaking for his group, said
as somneone comning fromthe southern African region, he knew only too well
what political instability arising fromlack of strong political |eadership
neant .

"We in Africa know what this is all about,"” he said.

Darwi s Daek, the general nanager of Ml aysian Industrial Devel opnent
Fi nance (M DF), said it was a consensus anong his group nenbers that Dr
Mahathir is a strong | eader, very know edgeabl e, a hard taskmaster on
government officials as well as the businessnen.

"He is a hard taskmaster on others but he is even harder upon hinself,"
he sai d.

Dr Janet Morgan of Cable & Wreless of the United Kingdomattributed
Mal aysi a' s success to the heavy investnent it is making in education.

"Twenty years ago, such a heavy investnment in education m ght have
rai sed eyebrows but today it is paying off," she said.

O her spokesnen, in articulating the concept of smart partnership
call ed on governnments to withdraw fromareas in which they do not perform
efficiently.

According to them the functions of governnent are mainly as a



facilitator and the | esser governnent interference the better it would be
for smart partnerships to succeed. -- BERNAVA
AU CTL
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