25 JAN 1996
Donpok - rotation
PRI ME M NI STER HAS FI NAL SAY ON ROTATI ON, SAY SABAH PARTI ES

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 25 (Bernamm) -- Parti Denopkrati k Sabah (PDS) and
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) said today Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad shoul d have the final say on the rotation of the Sabah
Chi ef Mnister's post.

PDS president Datuk Bernard Donmpok said today the BN s pronise to
rotate the post every two years anong the three major comunities in the
state was a pledge fromthe Prinme Mnister hinself and thus he had the
final say on the natter.

"We in the PDS had presented our views verbally to Dr Mahathir before
and | will be making a witten submission to the hi mnext week," he told
reporters at a cerermony where he recei ved a RVb0, 000 donation from Sutera
Har bour Resort for the Kadazandusun Language Institute.

Donmpok, who is also the state Tourismand Environmental Devel opnment
M nister, said he met Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak today and had
presented himhis view on the rotation issue.

The rotation of the Chief Mnister's post anmong the three comunities
-- MuslimBum puteras, Non-MislimBun puteras and the Chinese for a
two-year period was announced by Dr Mahathir in Beaufort while canpaigni ng
during the state election in March 1994,

"I think once the views of the parties had been presented to the Prine
M ni ster and then he makes a decision and after that | don't think anybody
shoul d quarrel anynore (on the issue)," he said.

It was best that all parties |leave the issue to Dr Mahat hir, Donpok
sai d.

PBRS presi dent Datuk Joseph Kurup said his party had decided to give
the mandate to the Prine Mnister to decide on the issue.

In a statenent, he urged all the parties to adopt a simlar stand to
ensure continued political stability in the state.

"Si nce conponent parties of the state BN still could not arrive at a
consensus on the rotation issue, | think the issue is best left to the
Prime Mnister who is also the BN chairman for the sake of political
stability and continued prosperity of the people,” he said in a
one- par agr aph st atenent here today.

Ei ght conponent parties of the state BN are Umo, PDS, PBRS, Sabah
Progressive Party (SAPP), Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat Bersatu Sabah (Akar
Bersatu), Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP) and the MCA the only conponent not
represented in the Sabah Cabi net.

Under the rotation system Salleh's termw || expire on March 16 upon
whi ch a | eader fromthe SAPP woul d take the hel m - - BERNAMVA
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