18 MAY 1996
Mahat hir-Hijrah
PRI ME M NI STER URGES MUSLI M5 TO | MPROVE THEMSELVES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 18 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has urged Mal aysian Muslins to continue with their efforts at
sel f-i nprovenent .

In his Maal Hijrah 1417 nmessage, he said they should also strive to
bring progress to thensel ves by acquiring know edge and being nore
efficient and overconi ng weaknesses.

If they did not do this they woul d have to be dependent forever on
ot her people, he said.

Mal aysi an Muslins should realise that the Ummah in the world was stil
weak and if they remained in this situatai on others woul d take advant age of
this to control and have dom nion over them he said.

Fromthe econom c aspect, many Miuslimcountries were still dependent on
the non-Muslimworld for their needs and fromthe social aspect, nmany
Muslinms were still far behind and politically they still belonged to

factions and were fighting anbng thensel ves, he said.

Dr Mahathir said this was anong the factors which allowed the enem es
of Islamto allege that the religion had resulted i n backwardness.

"W have seen Muslins in certain countries being victimsed by Islanis
enem es such as in Bosni a- Herzegovi na, Chechnya, Pal estine and Lebanon. In
t hese places Muslinms had been attacked wi thout any Iinit or conpassion.”

Hundr eds and t housands of Muslins had been killed in vain w thout being
in the |l east able to defend thenselves and Muslins in these countries had
been oppressed not only by the enenies of Islambut also by the big powers
in the West, he said.

Cstensibly in the nane of justice, Mislinms had been driven away from
their country and home and fromtheir famlies and had been huniliated, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

There were al so Muslimcountries which had |ost their sovereingty and
their econonies and | and had indirectly come under foreign powers and they
had | ost their freedomto trade or produce their own goods.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysian Muslins had no desire to see the
Umah and | sl ambeing humiliated and pl ayed around.

What was happening to Miuslins el sewhere should serve as a lesson to
Muslinms in this country, he added.

In conjunction with Ma'al Hijrah, Miuslinms should resolve to inprove
thensel ves so that such m sfortunes el sewhere woul d not befall them he
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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