04 MAY 1996
Yong- Amrendnent s
PROPCSED AMENDMENTS TO STATE LAWS SHOULD BE MADE PUBLI C, SAYS YONG

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 4 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck
Lee said today that he will nake public the proposed anmendments to the five
state laws ainmed at curtailing the powers of the Chief Mnister.

Yong, who is poised to take over the Chief Mnister's post from Datuk
Sal | eh Sai d Keruak, said the proposed amendnents shoul d have been nade
public so that the people could understand the rational e behind the nove
and what the proposed anendnents entail ed.

"If I were given a free hand and when | have the opportunity, | will as
soon as possible release (the bill) and nmake it public. As for today, | am
not in the position to do so," he told reporters after launching a
Mul ti - Pur pose Bank branch here.

Yong, who is al so Finance M nister and Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)
president, said he was confident that the public would support the proposed
anmendrment s when they have read the bill

"This matter has been discussed many tinmes at the cabinet |evel as well
as anong | eaders of the various Barisan Nasional (BN) conmponent parties and
| think the tinme given (until June 17-18) for themto study the matter is
anpl e for anybody to understand the bill," he said.

"I't should have been nmade public earlier so that the anxiety and worry
woul d have been put to rest. Covernnent | eaders nust expl ain the advant ages
of the proposed anendnents. (As for now) it has not yet been explained," he
sai d.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad yesterday said that Yong
woul d take over the post of Sabah Chief Mnister fromSalleh, who has
submtted his resignation letter to him(Dr Mahathir) sonetinme ago.

Responding to a question fromreporters at the end of his two-day visit
to Mel aka, Dr Mahathir had said that Yong should be the one to take over
the post under the state's systemof rotating the post every two years
anong the three najor conmunities in Sabah -- the Mislim Buni puteras,
non- Musl i m Buni put eras and Chi nese.

He al so said that the two-day state assenbly sitting schedul ed for June
17-18 to debate the bill could be held earlier if the Sabah BN state
assenbl ynen coul d be convi nced.

On the date for himto be sworn in as the new Chief Mnister, Yong said
he had yet to be officially informed by the Yang Di pertua Negeri's office.

"We have to wait for the official comrunication fromthe Istana. But we
understand that it will be quite soon,” he said.

Asked on reservations of certain Umo | eaders over his appoi nt nent and
the resignation of Salleh, Yong said it had been di scussed with Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat a neeting yesterday.

"I think we can face whatever chal |l enges ahead. What is inportant is
that there shoul d be understandi ng anobng all the Sabah BN conponent
parties. W already have the indication that there will be consensus on
what ever deci si ons nade by the BN | eadership," he said.

On whet her there would be a cabinet reshuffle follow ng his appoi ntnent
to the post, Yong said it was still premature for himto nmake any st atenent
regarding the matter.

He al so said that he had nade contacts with the Prime Mnister's office
to secure an appointnment for a neeting with him -- BERNAVA
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