15 APR 1996

PROTON TO LAUNCH TOP SELLI NG MODEL | N CROATI A

ZAGREB, April 15 (Bernama) -- Perusahaan O onmpobil Nasi onal Bhd (Proton)
will launch its top selling nodel, the Proton 400 series, here on Thursday,
maki ng Croatia its 31st export narket.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will officiate the
| aunchi ng cerenony at the Mal aysian Products Exhibition '96 at the Zagreb
Spring Fair fromtonorrow until Saturday.

Proton's manager of international business Norzahid Mohd Zahudi said
the nodel, currently being offered in western Europe -- Bel gium France and
Ger many
-- will be distributed by Niva Petrol, part of the Niva G oup founded by
Ni ki ca Valentic, a forner prinme mnister of Croatia.

The Niva G oup, founded in 1995, has a network of subsidiaries in
Croatia, parts of Europe and Asi a.

Two variants of the 400 series will be on display, Norzahid said in a
statement in response to queries fromBernama recently.

The current line up of the 400 series have been offered in mainl and
Eur ope since the begi nning of 1995, and this additional nmarket woul d enable
inter-country transfer to take pl ace.

The 400 series conprises the 415 GA.Si and 416 GLXi and cones in nanual
and automatic versions. The nodels cone with four or five doors and a
choi ce of eight col ours.

Nor zahi d said Proton cars had been enjoyi ng encouraging sales in
Europe, and was a top selling nake in Britain. Proton expects to export up
to 30,000 units for the 1996/ 97 sal es peri od.

Prot on exported 116,595 units between 1986 and February 1996, and is
nowinto its 11th year of production.

Proton cars began rolling out of its assenbly Iines in Shah Alamin
1985.

Nor zahi d sai d European countries continued to choose the car as the
opti mum neans of transport because it was suitable for their daily needs.

Dr Mahathir will open the exhibition on Thursday at the Zagreb fair
grounds and | aunch Proton's top selling nodel for the Croatian narket.

Here for a one-day official visit to foster trade ties with Croatia, he
was acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

G hers in the delegation include Internationl Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M chael
Toyad, Wsna Putra Secretary General Tan Sri Ahnmad Kani| Jaafar and
Econonmic Planning Unit Director General Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man

Dr Mahathir is al so acconpani ed by a 14-nmenber hi gh- powered busi ness
del egati on conprising captains of Mal aysian industry | ed by H com Bhd
chai rman Datuk Seri Yahya Ahmad. The business delegation will also attend a
briefing by Croatia's ministeries of econony, finance, privatisation and
property managenent, naritine affairs, transport and comruni cati ons.

Dr Mahathir will address a business |uncheon and wi tness the signing of
seven instrunments of joint ventures and nenoranda of understandi ng between
Croatian and Mal aysi an conpani es during his visit.

They include the signing of MOUs between the National Chanber of
Conmrer ce and I ndustry, Ml aysia and the Croatian chanber of econony; Pusaka
Endau Sdn Bhd and Tvornica El ektricni h Kabela on technol ogy transfer, and
Mal aysi an Resources Corporation and Niva Hol dings D.D. on the setting up of
a bank in Croatia.



There will also be an MOU between Exi m Bank Mal aysia and Niva Petro
for a short-termloan facility and an MOU between Sout h Vest Corporation
and Vi s-Thanne D.D. for the supply of yarns and grey fabrics.

Agreenents will be signed between Kunpul am Pi nang Usahasama- | nbas Sdn
Bhd, Sienens Electrical Engineering Sdn Bhd and Koncar Power Transforners

Ltd for the purchase of power transforners for Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd. --
BERNAMA
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