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US- Rel ati ons
PUTTI NG MALAYSI A- US RELATI ONS ON RI GHT TRACK

By: A Rahman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernamm) -- The |ack of understanding on this
region by the Wiite House often creates a m sunderstandi ng on
Mal aysia-United States rel ations which is often played up by the nedia, a
US thi nk-tank official said.

Kenneth E. Sheffer, the advisor to the President of the US Heritage
Foundation, said | ack of experience in foreign policy anpbng Congressnen,
who were el ected on donestic issues, was another reason for the
m sunder st andi ng.

There shoul d be an outreach programme to i nformthe Congress,
influential people and significant journalists in the US about Ml aysia, he
told Bernama in an interview, here, recently.

"But there's nothing nmuch being done towards this," he said, adding
that Ml aysia had an incredible success story yet untold in the U. S.

"I't is boonmi ng but not being understood, this is the sad part," he
sai d, describing the current Mal aysia-US rel ati onship as "positive behind
the scene, but m sunderstood publicly."”

However, he said, one must not take media reports at face val ue but
should try to understand what was behi nd them and what they neant.

Sheffer said the US wanted to work and cooperate with Malaysia to
pronote better ties and overcone suspicions that |inger between the two
si des.

Sheffer, who is on a fact-finding nmission for the foundation, said he
was here to establish ties with any think-tank organi sati on ore research
body to pass the barriers and to sit and examine all the things the US and
Mal aysi a have i n conmon.

He said the foundation, set up 25 years ago with a US$25 mllion
(RVM62.5 nmillion) budget, was the nost influential conservative think-tank
organi sati on anong Congressnen, influential people and significant
journalists in the US

He said: "The foundation is a research organi sation, not a starchy
library of ideas. It is non-partisan and supports the ideas of candi dates
contesting in this year's el ection.

"W give them (Congressnen) ideas. W brief themon issues and Asia is
one of the major sections"” he said, adding that the foundation recently set
up its office in Hong Kong to | ook into what was going on the Asian region

"Its not easy to get the US to focus onn the region. One of the
countries that interest and appeal to the US is Ml aysia, which plays a key
role in the devel opnent of this region," he said.

"W need to tell everybody (in the US) about Ml aysia which will
continue to grow. The partnership nust be nore bal anced and certainly we
see the future of Mal aysia as heading to that direction.

"Its a tough job, it takes tinme, you need to get to understand the US
and we have to understand you," he said.

Despite negative reports, including Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s frequent remarks agai nst the US, Sheffer said the US was
i mpressed with the way the rel ati onshi p between Ml aysia and t he US was
unf ol di ng.

"I'n fact, he (Dr Mahathir) has done remarkably in the Ml aysia-US
relationship. Unlike other US enbassies, the US enbassy here is happy with
the relationship with the Ml aysi an governnent," he said.

Asked on the US' |iking to have a hand in other people's affairs,



Sheffer said: " | can't say how that role can ever end. There is a positive
and negative way of sticking your nose in other people's affairs.™

"W think that with consistent | eadership, strategy and strong poli cy,

i ntervention can be done in a positive way and with nutual acceptance."” he
sai d.

Sheffer said his "good words" about Ml aysia were sincere and were
uttered after taking into consideration this country's econoni c success.

"There are lots of things that we can cooperate in with Ml aysia, which
is the US 11th largest trading partner. The US is the nunber one target of
Mal aysi an manuf acturing exports,” he said.

Upon returning to the US, Sheffer said, he would i mediately informthe
foundation of his findings here and forward a report to the Congress,
influential figures and significant journalists so that they had a better
under st andi ng of Mal aysi a.

He said the foundation would ensure that these parties got the nessage
on Mal aysi a.

"W don't prepare long report papers. W take action on issues today
and we make sure the results appear tonmorow, " he added. -- BERNANVA
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