6 FEB 1996

PWD DI RECTED TO STUDY NEW HI GHWAY CONCEPT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
has directed the Public Wrks Departnent (PWD) to | ook into building
bridges and tunnels in hilly areas when constructing roads and hi ghways.

He said today that this "new thinking" which was di scussed by the
Cabi net recently, was necessary to safeguard the environment fromtoo nany
hill levelling and tree felling activities.

He had asked the PWD to study how it could be inplenented econom cally,
he added.

"This is because erecting tunnels is a very costly affair," Sany Vell u,
who is also MC president, told reporters after chairing the party's
Central Working Committee (CWC) neeting, here.

He was conmmenting on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's statenment earlier
today that conpanies offered contracts to build roads in Ml aysia woul d
have to abide by conditions that they construct tunnels at appropriate
areas to reduce danmage to the environnent.

The prime mnister said even though the cost of building tunnels was
qui te high, they were necessary to protect the environnment fromtoo nmany
hill-levelling and tree-felling activities.

Sany Vel lu said the Kual a Lunpur-Kuant an- Kual a Ter engganu hi ghway woul d
be constructed based on this concept. -- Bernama
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