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Mahat hir - peace
PEACE, RACI AL HARMONY | N MALAYSI A EXTRAORDI NARY - DR MAHATHI R

SUNGAI PETANI, March 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
said today racial harnmony and peace in Mal aysia is something extraordinary
with no conparisan el sewhere in the world.

The Prime Mnister said this situation should be considered a bl essing
and shoul d be val ued and preserved if Ml aysi ans wi shed to continue |iving
i n peace and harnony and aspired for continous prosperity.

"Mal aysia can take pride ...we don't face problens even though the
people are of different races and religions. Hower at tines we take this
situation for granted," he said when | aunchi ng the Kedah | evel "Gerak
Mesra" progranme organi sed by the Information Mnistry at the Mara Skills
Institute.

Dr Mahat hir pointed out the situation in Bosnia-Harzegovi na where the
peopl e were of the sane race and speak the sanme | anguage but were fighting
agai nst each ot her because they followed different religions.

They did not trust each other and were living in fear, he said.

He sai d Mal aysi ans who were of various descent, spoke in various
| anguages and practised different religions but were able to |ive in peace
and harnmy and in full cordiality without being suspicious of each other.

"However we sonetinmes forget to value this blessing and only cone to
think of this when faced with difficulties just |ike the person who falls
sick and only then he realises the value of preserving good health," he
sai d.

"Heal thy people don't value their good health....don't care about their
heal th...they snoke, they over eat. Health is a blessing." he said.

"When we are sick, then we realise the inportance of good health.. when
we fall sick we consider it a misfortune...a disaster.”

"Dr Mahathir said Malaysia is peaceful and the people are living in
har nony because we are careful and don't raise matters which can hurt the
feelings of other races,"” he said.

"We have to be careful always..think about the racial problemin
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

"As individuals, we forget ourselves and take the wong step and give
way to our enotions and do things which hurt the feelings of other people,"”
the Prime M nister said.

Towards this end, the government had | aunched the "Gerak Mesra"
progranmme to rem nd the people of the inportance of tol erance and good
rel ati ons anong t he peopl e.

He said it was the responsibility of the el ected governnent to rem nd
peopl e about these matters to ensure that the country continued to prosper
and there was racial harnony.

Parents should nurture such feelings of tolerance and goodwill in their
childen at honme, Dr Mahathir said.

He said a happy famly would create a generation with high ideals and
cordial relations within the famly would spill into society as a whole

Gerak Mesra is a progranme ainmed at creating a caring society with a
nobl e heart.

It was also to create a society which put the society's intrests above
personal interests.

Dr Mahathir al so opened the Dewan Mesra Perdana at the institute before
wi t nessi ng the various Gerak Mesra progranmes.

Sone 5,000 joined the progranme. Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji Osnan



Arof f and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng were anong the dignitaries
present. -- BERNAVA
MFJ AAM
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