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KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- The newly conpl eted
I ran- Turkmeni stan railway line will open a new chapter in lran's economic
cooperation with other countries, lranian Foreign Mnister Dr Ali Akbar
Vel ayati said today.

He said the railway |ine between Mashad in northeast Iran and Tajan in
Tur kreni stan would Iink up Iran to the Central Asia railway network.

"It will start a new chapter of econom c cooperation anong the
countries, between Iran and Central Asia and friendly countries |like
Mal aysi a, I ndia and Paki skan," he told reporters after calling on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Prine Mnister's Departnent
her e.

He delivered to Dr Mahathir a special invitation fromlranian President
Akbar Hashem Rafsanjani and Turkmeni stan Presi dent Saparmurad N yazov to
attend the official opening of the 130kmrailway line in Muy.

Wth the conpletion of the RML25 nmillion line, Iran's railway system
now runs the length of the country, starting fromAbbas Port in the
southern tip, and across the border to Tajan, where the Central Asia
railway network is connected to. The line fromAbbas Port to Tajan is
2, 620km

Vel ayati said the newrailway |ink would provide easy access for other
countries, specifically Asean countries, to Central Asia to sell and buy
comuodi ti es.

"This is a good facility for all of us, for the future and regional
cooperation anong different countries,” he said.

Vel ayati and Dr Mahathir al so di scussed cooperation on bilateral,
regi onal and international issues.

Vel ayati sai d he had suggested that this May's Iran-Mal aysia joint
econom ¢ conmi ssi on session be held in Tehran.

"I have reported to Dr Mahathir that during the first nine nonths of
1995, we have had a 30 percent increase in the bilateral transaction
between Iran and Mal aysia. This ia a good progress in economc ties between
Iran and Mal aysia,” he said.

They al so exchanged vi ews on Bosni a.

Earlier, Velayati called on Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi at Wsma Putra.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Abdullah said the railway |ink
af forded Mal aysia an opportunity to use lran as a gateway to the
Comonweal t h of | ndependent States (C'S)

Mal aysia could now intensify inport-export activities with the CIS via
t he Abbas Port at the Persian Gulf, he said.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahathir had during his previous visit to Iran
suggested that it establish a land transport network with the CI'S which did
not have a port.

"Wth the establishnent of the |ink from Mashhad to Tajan, Dr
Mahat hir's wi sh has becone a reality to enabl e Mal aysia to nmake Abbas Port
its gateway to CI'S," he said.

Mal aysia viewed this as a significant developnent inline with its role
as the coordinator of the proposed railway network from Si ngapore to China
and the Trans-Europe railway |ink, he said. -- Bernana
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