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By: Zai nal Abidin Buj al

MANI LA, March 13 (Bernama) -- Philippine President Fidel Ranos is
grateful for the investnents flowing into his country from Ml aysi a,

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar sai d.

He sai d Ranps was happy that Ml aysi an i nvestnent was hel ping in the
country's devel opment, including in predom nantly MislimM ndanao and ot her
areas in southern Philippines.

The Philippines al so wished to send officials to Malaysia to learn from
the country's experience in inplementing devel opnment programes, said Syed
Ham d who had an hour-long neeting with Ranpbs at Ml acanang pal ace here
yest er day.

The Philippines was keen to erul ate Mal aysia as the republic was
enbar ki ng on rapi d economi c devel opnent to realise its Vision 2000, he
sai d.

On his neeting with Defence Secretary Renato de Villa, Syed Hamid said
they di scussed efforts to boost defence ties between the two countri es.

The Philippines wanted the cooperation between the arned forces of the
two countries to be expanded to all levels and not restricted to the senior
officials | evel, he said.

The Philippines al so suggested the holding of military training
exchange programes for officers of both countries, he told Bernama | ast
night at the end of his two-day visit.

He said the question of joint mlitary exercise was al so rai sed but
this shoul d be discussed further by the Ml aysia-Philippine Joint
Conmi ssi on.

"W nust be careful about having joint exercises because we don't want
others to get the wong inpression that we are turning into a security
bl ock," he said.

He said: "Judging fromthis brief visit, the Philippines is really keen
to learn fromMal aysi a's experience. The visit has strengthened
under standing on the need to build on the cl ose rel ati onship established by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Ranos. "

On the mounting tension between China and Tai wan, Syed Hanmi d said
Mal aysi a hoped that the situati on would not worsen to the extent of
af fecting regi onal peace and stability.

"l don't think China will take aggressive action because they are

| ooki ng nore at the overall international interest,"” he said.
"The stand adopted by China nowis a question of sovereignty and
integrity which they regard as inportant. | think they want to show the

world that China will not conpromi se on matters they hold strongly to," he
sai d.

This is Syed Hanid's first visit to the Philippines after succeeding
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as the Defence M nister.

He was acconpani ed by M nistry Secretary-CGeneral Datuk Azi zan Hashim
and Navy Chi ef Laksamana Madya Dat uk Ahmad Ranmli Haji Mhanmad Nor. --
Ber nama
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