02 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Mesr a
RAPI D GROMH | S THE RESULT OF PLANNED DEVELOPMENT, SAYS PM

JASIN, May 2 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
said today Mal aysia's rapid econonic growth does not cone naturally but as
a result of planned devel opnent.

Al'l this was made possi bl e because of peace prevailing in the country
where people were able to live in harnony, he said.

Mal aysi ans al so believed in working together in the devel oping the
country and sharing the fruits of devel opnent, he said when | aunching the
state-level "Gerak Mesra" at Bukit Sedanan Fel cra near here.

Dr Mahathir said this was unlike in other countries, bigger and richer
than Mal aysia, but wi thout peace as communities fought each other.

"When there is no peace, there is no wealth...if there are victors,
they reap enpty glory because there is no wealth to be distributed," he
sai d.

He sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d not view the econonic growth enjoyed by the
country as sonething natural because it was not.

It was achi eved through concerted efforts nade possible by the peace in
the country, he said.

"W will soon | aunch the Seventh Mal aysia Pl an...six devel opnent pl ans
had been inplenmented with trenendous success due to the cooperation between
t he peopl e and the governnment and between enpl oyees and enpl oyers," he
sai d.

He said Mal aysia's plural society shared common val ues and this nmade
themdifferent fromthe people of other countries.

Al so present at the 10,000 strong gathering were Datin Paduka Dr Sit
Hasmah, Informati on M nister Datuk Mbhamed Rahmat, Rural Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa and Chief M nister Datuk Mohd Zin Abdul Ghani
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