09 MAY 1996
Razal ei gh- Umo
RAZALEI GH CONFI RMs MAY REJO N UMNO W TH SUPPCORTERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernamm) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday
confirmed he may return to Umo and bring with himall nenbers of Part
Mel ayu Semangat 46.

However, he did not say when he woul d nake the nove except that it
woul d be "perhaps fast, perhaps sl ow'

He said this at a news conference at his residence in Jalan Langgak
Gol f here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad nmade t he surprise
announcenent |ast night that Tengku Razal ei gh nmight rejoin Umo.

Tengku Razal ei gh said his party's suprene council has given himthe
mandat e as president to negotiate with Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo
president, on efforts to unite the Ml ays.

He said the efforts were discussed in general during his two neetings
with Dr Mahathir in the past six weeks, the latest two nights ago.

"I informed Dr Mahathir that any participation by us (S46) in the
efforts, whether by way of nerger, reunification or joining Umo, nust be
done en bl oc," he said.

He said this was because if they wished to take part in a grand
endeavour which could bring gain to the Malays, it would be good for al
S46 nmenbers to go in together

However, he said, the proposed en bloc participation was not a
condi tion.

"There's no condition, we have to work (it) out. If there is a genuine
desire on everybody's part that there should be unity, let's go about it."

"The i ssue we are di scussing does not concern nyself alone as portrayed
inthe (press) reports today. The inportant thing is to bring al
supporters of 46 including its nenbers into the unity (nove). The nethod is
left to be negotiated,” he said.

He said his party has 400, 000 menbers.

Al t hough he coul d not be certain when the nove could be realised
Tengku Razal ei gh said: "If we can conpl ete everything before May 11, we
will want to do it but it looks like time will not permt.

"If it can be done fast, we will have Allah to thank for; if it takes
time, what can we do except to work to speed up the process.”

Asked why it needed tinme to rejoin Umo, he said this was because he
had only recently net with the Prine Mnister and the matter had to be
expl ained to S46 menbers

"Then they will need tinme to consider ... if they agree, there will be
the I egal process of dissolving the party, if dissolution is necessary; it

will take time," he said.

To a question, Tengku Razal eigh said: "I would like to nake it clear
that we did not ask for anything. | have indicated to the Prine Mnister in
no uncertain termthat we are not |ooking for any position." -- BERNAMA
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