14 OCT 1996

RAZALEI GH HAS SAME RI GHTS, OPPORTUNI TI ES I N UMNO, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that fornmer Parti Ml ayu Sermangat 46 president Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah, who has rejoi ned Umo, now enjoys the same rights and opportunities
as ot her menbers of Umo.

Umo nenbers can choose or reject anyone in the party to becone a
| eader, the Prine Mnister and Umo president told reporters after opening
the Mal aysi a Design Conference '96 and | aunchi ng the Ml aysi a Goods Desi gn
Mar k.

He was asked to comment on statenents by Umo vice-presidents Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak, Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and Tan Sri Mihammad Muihd
Taib that it was up to the party nenbers to choose their | eaders.

The three were responding to a prediction by former Umo deputy
president Tan Sri Misa Hitamthat Tengku Razal ei gh woul d one day energed as
a "leader" in Umo

Dr Mahathir said: "All this is up to the Umo nenbers thensel ves. Umo
menbers can choose anyone to becone a | eader or reject anyone.

"Hence, we can't say he (Razal eigh) definitely will be (a | eader) or
definitely won't be. He is now a nmenber of Umo, has the sanme rights as
ot her Umo nmenbers, has the sanme opportunities. There is no difference." --
BERNAMA
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