06 MAY 1996
7MP- React i on ( Opposi tion)
RAZALEI GH LAUDS 7MP

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernamm) -- Parti Mel ayu Senmangat 46 (S46)
wel cones the Seventh Mal aysia Plan (7MP) tabled by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad in the Dewan Rakyat here this afternoon.

"I think we should wel cone it although problenms will crop up fromtine
to time," S46 President Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah told reporters at the
Par | i ament | obby.

"The 7MP can be accepted as satisfactory and | amsatisfied that it
will be of benefit to the rakyat."

He said one could not be conpletely satisfied because there were issues
that shoul d be resolved like corrupt practices which had affectd the
admini stration.

However, he refused to conment further because he woul d be taking part
in the debate | ater.

"Overall, nobody can deny that the 6MP perfornmed above expectation
al though not to the mark targetted under the plan," he added.

Razal ei gh said he was happy with Dr Mahathir's adm ssion of weaknesses
whi ch could coul d inpair government's planning, especialy the current
account deficit and the influx of foreign workers.

He said the governnent was prepared to reduce its dependency on foreign
wor kers and endeavouring to utilise avail able manpower in the country,
ei ther wonmen or pensi oners.

"The nove by the governnent should reduce the nunber of foreign workers
inthe country during a definite tine frame. This shoul d be wel coned
al though |I had raised this issue before,” he added.

Meanwhi | e, DAP Soci al i st Youth head Li m Guan Eng said the eradication
of corrupt practices ought to have been given priority in the 7MP

"If the governnent is not serious in stanping out corruption, it wll
hanper econom ¢ devel opnent," he said. -- BERNAMA
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